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ANTI-SLAVERY INTELLIGENCE. 


Funds of the Am. A, Society.—All the friends of our 
ge Aen know that this socicty is now destitute 





Westmoreland Co. A. 8. Society. 

Pursuant to public notice a Quarterly meeting of th 

Westmoreland County Anti-Slavery Society wa 
on Wednesday, 22d May, 1837, at the Reformed Presby- 
terian Chu 2 
The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 
Whereas, the efforts our — have — borhan 
bring a stigma on those who hold our princip n- 
inate aaeen unfriendly to the Union of eas _ 
States. stem of proscription has been 
od Cet aad eran i ion, subversive of the 
rights of all men, and guaranteed by our Con- 


berms That slavery being contrary to the principles; 
of humanity, degrading to man created in the image of the 
Creator, it therefore cannot have a tendency to dissolve 
a Union founded on the avewed principles, that all men 
are created free and equal and have a right to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness, We deny that the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia would peril 
the “integrity of the Union,” nor do we believe that the 
abolition of slavery in the whole world would do it. 

Resolved, That the Anti-Slavery cause combines in so 


f funds, unless an immediate effort is made to re- 
“realtones it will be impossible for the Execu- 
Committee to continue their benevolent operations, 

At the last Annual meeting $47,000 were pledged for 
the promotion of the cause the ensuing year. Last year, 
jalth a larger sum was voted to be raised, yet only 
$21,000 were pledged. In the course of the year $29,- 
515 were raised in donations, beside neat $10,000 receiv- 
led for publications, If the pledges of this year are as 
well redeemed as were those of the last, the society will 
receive $65,000 in donations only, 
Let the friends of the cauae in every part of the coun- 
try make instant, united, and persevering efforts to furn- 
ish the society with funds, without which it cannot pro- 
ceed another step. 











Mrs. Sigourney and her associates have established a 
school in Hartford for poor colored children, and have ap- 
plied to the Legislature for an act of incorporation. 





with New En for the right of free dis+| 
cussion—for freedom of and of the press—vindi- 


to id the making of any. law. prohibiting,the fi 
rai i ; shridging the freedom speech 


cise of religion, or ab 
De a ogee on. : people pédceably to 





and of the press, or the right ] 





cating the constitution froq the charge of prohibiting the 
discussion of slavery g the safety and benefits of 
emancipation, and showitg that the slave system of the 
South endangers the of the North—that South- 


assemble and to petition the government for a redress of 
grievances’—to provide that ‘no person shall be deprived 
of life; liberty, or property, without due process of law’— 
and that ‘the citizens of each state shall be entitled to all 





i 4 


Union. There is a worse evil than the desolation of 
Wall street, or even national bankruptcy: it is the degrada: 
tion of the free states at the feet of the South; the subver- 
of the political power of the North by the hunters 

d owners of men; the bankruptcy of Northern indepen- 
lence and Northern liberty. From the present pressure 














n statesmen have predicpd, and demanded the enslave 





ment of the entire laborigg population of the country, 
irrespective of color! o would have believed, that in 
the land of equal rights a¥l steady habits, such a lecture, 


privileges and immunities of citizens in the several statés:’ 


on our monetary: energies we know there is relief: but 





And, whereas, to sustain the institution of dc tic| 
slavery, a portion of the statesof this confederacy have 
proposed certain terms to their sister states, as the condi- 





from such a source, woul have occasioned opposition and 
nproart’ But what bettejcould have been expected, when 
leading ministers take tlt course they have done! ‘This 
was in that same Hai where an attempt was made to 
push Mr, Pomeroy dows the steps of the state house, when 
he had hecome obnoxious to the ecclesiastics, who admin- 
istered the discipline of the. “Saybrook Platform,” nearly 
acentuty ago. Np wonder that the revival of the same 


tion of securing the integrity of this union, in manner and 


form as follows: : 
1, From North Carolina, affirming that the claim of 


that state for-penal enactments in the free states, against 


when the mill-stone of slavery shall fall upon us, what 
shall. prevent it from grinding us to powder? 

Why sleep the freemen of the North? Southern slave- 
ry is cutting off the locks of thcir strength, and unless 
they awake speedily, they will awake slaves, Have they 








the publications and lectures of abolitionists, is clear and 
well-founded, and calling upon our sister states ‘to enact 
penal laws prohibiting, within their limits, all such 





claims should be connected with similar exhibitions. To- 
wards nine o’clock “the resolutions” was clamorously re- 
Inewed, and the voice of Mr, Birney was drowned in 








Pennsylvania Reform Convention—We see by the 
papers that a Mr. McGee, member of this Convention, 
has introduced an amendment to the Constitution, pro- 





large a degree the elements of success, that its friends have 
reason to hope for its speedy triumph, 
Let mammon hold while mammon can, 
The bones and blood of living man; 
Let tyrants scorn while tyrants dare, 
The shrieks and writhings of despair; 
The end will come—it wil! not wait, 
Bonds, yokes and scourges have their date; 


posing to prohibit the immigration of free blacks, 





Mr. Cutting, from the judiciary committee, reported 
against the numerous petitions asking for jury trial to per- 
sons claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Mr, C..O, Shepard called for the ayes and noes on the 
uestion of agreeing with the report of the committee, 








Slavery itself must pass away, 
And be a tale of yesterday. 

Resolved, That whatever may be the desire of our 
brethren at the south with regard to our discussing the sub- 
ject of slavery, we cannot as Pennsylvanians, give up 
rights guarantied by the Constitution—nor can we bow 
the knee to the dark spirit of slavery, by saying that the 
slaves of the south are better off than the poor laboregs at 
the North, as they have no troubles and no cares. But 
we say in the language of the New England poet, 

“Slaves in the rugged Yankee land? 
I tell thee Carolina never, 


The report was adopted as follows:— 
Ayes—Messrs. J, Allen, S. Allen, Arne, Belding, E. 
B. Bigelow, J. Bigelow, Blair, Booth, Brown, Bryan, 
Burroughs, Cady, Carr, Case, Cash, Chamberlain, Clinch, 
Coe, Conselyea, Cook, Cotton, Crawford, Cutting, Day- 
ton, Demarest, Depuy, Easton, Elmore, Fisher, Fitch, 
Fowler, Franklin, Geer, Hackley, C. Halsey, L. Halsey, 
Hoysradt, Hubbell, Hulbert, J. Jackson, W, Jackson, 
Jennings, King, Knight, Labagh, Mann, McNeil, Mer- 
chant, Montross, Morrison, Myer, Ogden, Peck, Pond, 
Poppino, Porter, Reed, Robinson, H. Rogers, Ruggles, 





Our rocky hills and iron strand, 

Are free and shall be free forever, 

The surf shall wear the strand away, 

Our granite hills to dust shall moulder, 

Ere slavery’s hateful yoke shall lay, 

Unbroken on a Yankee’s shoulder.” 

Resolved, That although Congress at its last session 

virtually denied usthe right of petit‘on, yet as this right 
is on: secured to us by the Constitution—we cannot give 
it upto southern slavery, or northern cunning. ‘T'here- 
fore, we will petition to Congress at its next session, for 
freedom in the capital of our Republic and territories; and 


Ruunsey, Syales, Scott, Shelden, Smead, E. Smith, Soule, 
Speaker, Stokes, Strong, Talmage, Thorne, P. Tucker, 
T, W. Tucker, Valentine, Van Tuyl, Verplanck, Gos- 
burgh, Watson, Westlake, Wilbur, Williamson.—66, 
Noes—Messrs. Andrew, Benham, Bivins, Clark, Ham- 
morid, Herttell, Hill, Hillyer, Hine, Hurd, Joscelyn, 
Jones, Patterson, Plumb, Richards, C. Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Russel, Seward, C, O.. Shepard, Sibley, Taylor, Town- 
send, Walker, Wilcox, Willes, Zabriskie, —26. 
Mr, Cutting from the same committee, reported against 
the petition of colored citizens praying forthe right of 


suffrage. 
Mr. C, O. Shepard demanded the ayes and noes, The 





also, against the admission of Texas or admission of any 


report was adopted by a vote of 100 to 11, 





new State in the Union with the privilege of holding slaves. 

Resolved, That in order to carry into effect the resolu- 
tion, to petition, the board of managers have a number 
prepared at our next meeting, and that two efficient per- 
sons be then appointed in each section of the county to 
obtain signatures to the same. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meéting be pub- 
lished in the Intelligencer of this place, Christian Witness 
and Gazette, Pittsburgh; National Enquirer, Philadelphia; 
Philanthropist, Cincinnati; and Indiana Register, 

THOMAS GEMMIL, 
Presi. pro tem. 


James Gemmil, Sec'y. 





Slavery totally abolished Mexico. 


By a decree of the Mexican Government, dated the 
5th of April last, Slavery is totally abolished throughout 
the Republic. This decree is intended, particularly, to 
extinguish the abominable decree in Texas, It had beech 
wholly eradicated in the other parts of Mexico before, but 
was partially tolerated in Texas to accomodate the Colo- 
nists, If the authority of the Government be reinstated, 
SIX OR EIGHT THOUSAND SLAVES WILL 
THERE OBTAIN THEIR FREEDOM, many of 
whom have been lately introduced from the U. States 
and Africa, 





La Grange Anti-S1 ociety 


Mr, Lataror:—You will confer a favor by publish- 





Let abolitionists and all concerned, mark the ayes and 
nays,—Ep.—Friend of Mun, 





Detroit Anti-Slavery Society.—A society has been or- 
ganized in the city of Detroit, with the above designation. 
It is auxiliary to the State society. We are glad to see 
the citizens of that place moving in this matter, The 
following sentences quoted from a preamble, which, ac- 
companying a constitution, was reported by a committee 
for the acceptance of the society, will serve to show the 
spirit by which this movement is governed, and the de- 
signs of those who have engaged in it: 

“They [the undersigned citizens of Detroit,] anticipate 
the vengeance of Heaven on their beloved country, 
should it persist in a crime of so deep a dye, and so ab- 
horrent to the spirit and precepts of that religion which 
is from above, 

“They design no unauthorised interference with the 
rights of others, but oppose themselves in the spirit, as 
they hope, of the gospel of peace, to practices destructive 
of all right. Their efforts shall be within the limits of 
the Constitution of the United States, tending directly to 
the extincjion of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and the territories of the United States; 
and operating by moral influence. 

“Their reliance for success is on the goodness of their 
cause, the power of justice and truth, and on the blessing 
of Heaven,” 





Legislature of New York.—In Assembly May 13.\) 


stamping and hisses, ,Among those who interrupted the 
meeting with remarks, a certain General Pratt was conspi- 
cuous. We heard it\said, the next.day, that a son of 
Bishop Brownell anda son of Mr. Hudson, the Mayor, 
were among the persons who made the disturbance and 
noise, Some “cute Yankee” contrived the device of 
bringing in broken window-glass to jingle, creating the 
impression that the windows were broken by a mob from 
without; but not a single pane was seen missing the next 
day. After the lecture was broken up, a certain Mr. 
D’ Wolf was called to the chair, by the uplifting of twenty 
or thirty hands,. This man is son of Senator D’ Wolf of 
Rhode Island, who owns a plantation of slaves in Cuba, 
As we were not present, we cannot say that the gentleman 
did not preside with signal sobriety and decorum, The 
“resolutions,” we hope, will be published. . Dr. Hawes 
remarked, in our hearing, that the meeting had done a 
good work for abolitionism.- Our chairman was Mr. Can- 
field, publisher of the [Baptist] Christian Secretary.— 
Among the abolitionists present, were T. D. Weld, Mr. 
Tyler, the lecturer, George Sharpe, Esq., a prominent 
Jackson member of the legislature, from Abington, and 
Asa Childs, Esq., of Norwich, son-in-law of Calvin God- 
dard, and formerly U, S, District Attorney for Connecti- 
cut, I learned from him that Mr, Haley had been re- 
elected to Congress from New London district, in conse- 
quence of his having voted with J, Q. Adams, that slaves 
have a right to petition! 

An effort is making now in the Legislature of Connec- 
ticut,how in session here, to repeal the infamous black 
law of Andrew T, Judson. A hearing has been had be- 
fore the committee, and a favorable report is expected; yet 
itz fate in the House is still doubtful, A good number of 
the members were present at the lecture of Mr. Birney, 
and many of them we are assured, were highly disgusted 
and mortified with the conduct of the opposition. As the 
triumph of breaking up the lecture is loudly claimed, we- 
feel no hesitancy in denominating it a mobocratic pro- 
ceeding. Young D’ Wolf is said to have cleared out bag 
and baggage, Whether it is because his meeting was so 
slender a one, or because the city authorities will not per- 
mit him to drive his horses as rapidly as he wishes, through 
the streets, our informant is unable to say. 








Resolutions passed at the late New England Anti- 
Slavery Conveniion. 

On motion of A, A. Paztrs, the following resolutions 

being a part of the report of the Business Committee 

were taken up for consideration. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMHEIA, 


1, Resolved, That slavery in the District of Columbia 
has no Warrant or sanct‘on from the Constitution of the 
United States, but is a direct contravention of the great 
purposes for which that instrument was framed, 

2. Resolved, That slavery in the District owes its 
present existence solely to an Act or Coneress, restor- 
ing and perpetuating it, where it would otherwise have 
been left without any legal support or sanction whatever, 
and standing only upon its own execrable foundation of 
robbery and wrong. 

3. Resolved, 'That the people of the frec States, by 
permitting their own representatives to perpetuate and to 
re-establish Slavery in the District, and to enact laws 
from time to time for its recognition and security, have 
given, and are still giving, a direct and powerful support 
to the entire system of slavery, and to all the uncounted 
horrors of that traffic in human flesh, which is making the 
American name a by-word and a reproach, and kindling 





From the Buffalo Spectator, 





ing in your paper the following notice of the formation] 
of an Anti-Slavery Society in the town of LaGrange:— 

At a meeting of sundry citizens of the township of La- 
Grange, Lorain county , Ohio, held Feb. 3d, 1837, agreea- 
bly to previous notice, in the Congregational meeting 
house, in said township, for the purpose of forming 7n 
Anti-Slavery Society—an address was delivered on th 
occasion, by Wolsey Welles, Esq., of Elyria; after which, 
a constitution, according with the principles of the O. 
S.A, 8, S., was adopted, and the Society was organized) 
by electing Sylvester Merriam, Esq., President; Wil- 
liam H. Caldwell, Vice President; Nathan P. Johnson, 
Secretary; and Calvin Wilcox, Esq. Treasurer. 

S. MERRIAM, President, 
NATHAN P, JOHNSON, Sec’y. : ; 
LaGrange, May 21, 1837. 





From Bermuda.—By the brig Somerset, Capt. Wil- 
liams, we have received Bermuda papers to May 234d. 

The Legislative Council met at Hamilton on the 20th. 
The Governor, in his speech, says, ‘It is highly gratifying 
to observe, that after nearly three years’ experience of 
the results arising from the abolition of slavery without 
any intermediate state of apprenticeship, I have found no 
reason to regret the course then adopted with such unani- 
mity by the Legislature of the Bermudas,’ 





Taking the right ground—The new Governor of Ja- 
maica, Sir Lionel Smith, upon a recent visit of inspec- 
tion, took occasion. repeatedly to declare that under his 
administration not the slightest distinction of color shall 
be made—and thatin all relations, whites and blacks are 
to be placed on precisely the same footing. : 





Anti-Slavery Movements in Illinois. 
Juliet, Williams County, April 29, 1837. 


Dear Sir;—According to a resolution passed at the meet- 
ing, I send you an account of the formation of the Anti- 
Slavery Society in this place. The friends of the cause 
‘e few, but we feel great confidence in our principles and 
in. eir ultimate success, and are encouraged by our ef- 
forts. We circulated a petition to Congress last fall, which 
was signed by one hundred and fifty citizens of this town 
and vicinity. Our society numbers thirty members at pre- 
sent. We are expecting a large increase soon. 

The following are the officers of the society, viz: 

Elias Havens, Esq., President; Dr. A. M. Comstock, 
Vice President; Dr, R. E. W. Adams, Secretary; Daniel 
Reed, Treasurer; James M’Kee, J. H. Prentiss, D; L. 
Roberts, J. Beaumont, Direcéors. 


R, E. W, Avaxs, Secretary. 








Mr. Birney--Mob. 
From the Friend of Man, 


Circumstances had seemed to render it necessary and 
proper for me to take Hartford on my way, though I ex- 
pected to lose the pleasure of Mr, Birney’s company at 
New York, and.from thence to Boston, Quite unexpect- 
edly, I found he too had taken the Hartford rout, and had 
arrived a day before me. I found him at the house of Mr. 
Lewis Weld, brother of Theodore D. Weld, who was 
also spending a few weeks in Hartford. An interview as 
pleasing at it was unexpected, 

A meeting of the Colonizationists, I learned, had been 
held in Rev. Dr. Hawes’ church; the evening before; ad- 








The French brig Fabert, arrived at Kingston, Jamaica, 
the last week in April, for the express object of obtaining 
information of the working of apprenticeship in that Is- 
land, in order to lay the same before the French govern- 
ment, 


dressed by Rev. Leonard Bacon, Mr. Rockwell, Mr. Gal- 
laudet, &c. A lecture had been also appointed for Mr. 
Birney, the coming-evening. On account of some oppo- 


against us the displeasure of Heaven, 

4, Resolved, Therefore, that it is the solemn duty of 
the citizens of the frée States to offer, at the next session 
of Congress, their united and earnest remonstrances 
against the continuance of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia; and to see to it, that through the prejudices, the 
cowardice, the party pledges, and political connexions of 
their representatives, they are no longer made partakers in 
the sin, and partners in the abomination, 

The Convention adjourned to 3 o’clock, P: M. 


RIGHT OF PETITION. 


Resolved, That the manly stand taken by the Legisla- 
ture of Vermont against the arrogant demands of the 
South, and by the Massachusetts Legislature in defence 
of the right of petition,—the almost unanimous decision 
of the Senate of the latter, that ‘the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia is demanded by the enlightened 
sentiments of the civilized world, by the principles of the 
Revolution, and by Humanity,—and the unanimous 
passage by both. branches, of a law affording to persons 
claimed as fugitive slaves, the right of trial,by jury, are 
new and glorious evidences of a reviving of the aiacient 
spirit of liberty among us,—contrasting honorably with 
the recreant and craven conduct of the legislatures of New 
Hampshire, Connecticut and Maine, 

Resolved, That the attacks which have been made by 
our National Legislature upon the Right of Petition, 
reveal the deadly hostility of the abettors of slavery to the 
vital principles of our free institutions, showing that they 
are willing to sacrifice to oppression all that freemen hold 
dear—and loudly summon-all, who are not willing them- 
selves to be brought into subjection, to prosecute, with 
untiring activity and invincible determination, all proper 
measures to extirpate slavery from our land, 

Resolved, That we are under high obligations to the 








sition on the part of the trustees or committee of Dr. 
Hawes’ church, it was to be held in Union Hall, When 
the time came, it was crowded to overflowing. The Co- 
lonization meeting, by the by, had drawn outa very thin 








Jess than fifty, it is said, counting abolitionists 





1: 
audience 








A committee has becn raised in the Connecticut legis- 
lature, to whom has been referred the subject of the re- 


and all. ‘ 
It was rumored that Mr, Birney would meet with op- 
position in some shape. After the introductory prayer by 





peal of the “black law,” prohibiting colored children fi 
coming into the state to attend school, without the con- 
sent of the towns where the school is located, | 


Rev. Dr. Hawes, Mr. Birney ruse to speak, when a gen- 


Hon, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, for his fearless, un- 
flinching advocacy and defence of the right of petition, 
We regard his conduct, during the last session of Con- 
gress, as a crisis in the civil history of our country. Pos- 
terity will accord to him the praise of having thrown him- 
self into the breach, and turned back those who were 
pressing on to the overthrow at the very citadel of free- 
dom, ‘Nor will it ever be forgotten of him, that, in the 
midst of oppressors, he dared to claim, even for the en- 





tleman in the audience rose and wished to read some re- 
solutions which he said had been prepared to be offered. 











Petitions to Congress.—In the preceding column we 
have inserted the list of petitions (as far as they could be 
ascertained at Washington,) which were forwarded to 
Congress fror; the New-England States, at its last 


He was told by the chairman that the meeting was ap- 
pointed to hear a lecture from Mr. Birney, and that the 


slaved, a right to sue for a redress of their grievances. 
DOMESTIC SLAVE TRADE. 


Resolved, That the Congress of the United States, in 
declaring the traffic in men on the coast of Africa, and on 








delivered, ‘There were some clamorous calls for the re- 
solutions, and some hissing and pouting and stamping of 








sion, praying for the abolition of slavery in the District 
Columbia, This list is copied from the Emancipator, but 
is very imperfect. Probably not less than fifty th 
names were forwarded from this State alone, We are 
driven into a corner, and find no room for comment. The 
whole number of petitions from the various States was as 


feet when Mr. Birney attempted to speak. Several gen- 
tlemen in the assembly attempted to still the uproar. One 


$ 





resolutions had better be deferred till after the lecture was||@ 


the high seas, PIRACY, has performed an act, dictated 
by the principles of republicanism and by humanity, and 
worthy of the representatives of a free and Christian na- 


tion. ‘ 
Resolved, That as the same article of our Constitu- 





marked that the presence of ladies ought to restrain 
their indecorous behaviour, A gentleman rose and said 
he was a slaveholder, and had a large interest at the 
South; but he wished to hear what the lecturer had to 


tion which gives to Congress power to abolish the foreign 
slave trade, also gives to that body power to suppress the 
traffic in-men between the several States,—therefore, that 
by licensing it-in the District of Columbia, and by per- 

















States. %. Females, Males & Females, Total. 
Maine = = 472 1,340 1,812 
-N. 1 3,510 5,31 
Vermont 4,143 1,945 325 6,413 
Massachusetts 9,112 21,214 123 30,449 
Rhode Island 3,253 
Connecticut 1, 173 768 2,397) 
New York 10,227 6,805 488 17,5 
New Jersey ~~ 855 85 
lvania hapod 4,966 8, 
’ 19,786 1 

hig ~ 67 ag~ 
Indiana 199 78 277 
Illinois 121 121 
Tennessee 107 108 21 
North Carolina 18 ttn t 1 

te 43,941 63,178 . 1871 

‘to-vescind the resolution of Jan, 18th, 2 
And we have 1 
petitioners, exclusive of the Virginia 








y, and hoped he would be suffered to proceed without 


mitting it in the Territories apd between the several 





interruption, By far the greater part of the audience 
idently wished to hear. Mr. Birney was requested from 
very part of the assembly to “go on”—and the house be- 
came quiet for a season. Mr, Birney, began by sayin: 
he was himself a native of the South, and had a large 
ircle of friends and connexions there now, and it was on 
this account, and for the good of the entire South, that h 
labored in the anti-slavery cause. He next spoke of the 
institutions ef our country, and of the strange an 
maly introduced by the'slave system. As soon as he be- 
gan to touch upon the abominations of slavery, and parti 
ly when he alluded to that feature of its poli 
which ‘withholds the light of the Bible, and imbrutes a 
ing formed in the image of God, then it was the out- 
ings of hatred and malignity could no longer be 
, and cries of “nigger! nigger!” intermingled with 
hisses, ran through a certain portion of the room Only 
thinkof it! A Connecticut audience, insulting @ distin. 
citizen, a native of Kentucky, for exposi 
~and vindicating the rights of the colored man 


ourselves and our 


States, Congress has sanctioned a system disgraceful to 


publications as may ‘have a tendency to make our slaves 
discontented with their present condition.’ 

2, From the legislature of South Carolina, fully,ap- 
proving the sentiment of Gov. McDuftie, that laws should 
be enacted, punishing abolitionists with ‘death without 
benefit of clergy, and requiring that the government of 
the several states should promptly and effectually sur- 
press all associations, purporting to be abolition societies. 
8. From Georgia, requiring the legislatures of the free 
states, ‘to crush the traitorous designs of the abolitionists,’ 
4, From Alabama, respectfully requesting ‘our sister 
states to enact such penal laws, as will finally put an end 
to the malignant deeds of the abolitionists,’ 

5. From Virginia, affirming that the state of Virginia 
has aright to claim prompt and efficient legislation by 
her co-states, to ‘punish those of their citizens who form 
associations for the abolition of slavery.’ ‘ 
And, whereas, in the slavcholding states, by Lynch 
clubs and vigilance committees, as well as by unconstitu- 
tional laws, the use of the U. 8, Mail—the freedom of 
conscience, of locomotion, of speech, and of the press, is 
denied to those citizens of the United States who are 
colored men, or who hold to the doctrine of the Declara- 
tion of American Independence, as evinced in the cases 
of John Hopper of New York, of Abbe Dean of Connec- 
ticut, and Amos Dresser of Massachusetts, and in the 
numerous instances of the colored citizens of New Eng- 
and, who, without charge of crime, have been immured 
in the prisons of New Orleans,-Charleston, and Savannah 
and othe: southern ports, 

And, whereas, by these outrages, the slaveholding states 
of this confederacy have already deprived a large portion 
of the citizens of the free states, of most of these privi- 
leges and blessings, for the security of which the union 
was established, and are now clamorously demanding the 
surrender of all the remainder, a sacrifice on the altar of 
slavery, as the only means of preserving the union of the 
states! Therefore— 

Resolved, That SLAVERY, and not Anti-Slavery, 
threatens the dissolution of the Union—that it has already 
virtually destroyed it, so far as regards all who believe in 
and chetish the inalienable rights of man—and that noth- 
ing but the speedy abrogation of the laws which sustain 
slavery can save from utter .annihilation that Union. 
formed by our fathers, for the glorious purpose of secur- 
ing to themselves and their posterity the blessings of 
liberty. (To be Continued.) 











THE PHILANTHROPIST. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, JUNE 23,1837. 














Chase’s Argument--Right of Trial by Jury. 
Our outside pages, this week, are filled with Satmon 
P, Cuasz’s argument, in the case of the colored girl, Ma- 
tilda. The speech is sufficiently long; but the importance 
of the subjects discussed, the excellence of the doctrines 
it advocates, the clearness, compactness, and force of its 
reasoning, will doubtless secure for it the patient and care- 
ful attention of all our readers, In the opinion of compe- 
tent judges, there is no better argument extant on the un- 
constitutionality of the act of Congiess in relation to the 
recaption of fugitives from labor, For the sake of circu- 
lating it extensively, each of our subscribers will receive 
with this number an extra Philanthropist, which, we 
trust, they will dispose of immediately to the best advan- 
tage, 

The right of trial by jury has within a few months been 
secured in two states, to persons claimed as fugitives from 
labor; and we see that Mr. Stevens has introduced an 
amendment in the Reform Convention of Pennsylvania, 
which, if adopted, will effect the same thing in that 
state. Shall Ohio be behind Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania? In the border states especially, is this 
great security of personal liberty demanded, An act of 
our Legislature, establishing the right of trial by jury in 
all cases, would carry out the fundamental principles of 
the Ohio and Federal constitutions; and, while it would 
confer a security on the colored people, peculiarly called 
for by their circumstances, would save our magistrates 
from dangerous temptations, and our State, to a great ex- 
tent, from the foul, corrupting practice of kidnapping. 
Petitions for the passage of such an act will be circulated 
throughout the state, before the next session of the legis- 
lature, and we hope every lover of constitutional right 
and American liberty, whether an abolitionist or not, will 
not only sign his own name, but procure other signatures 


nothing to do with Texas? Is this, too, one of the topics: 
on which, in deference to the commands of their brethren 
of the South, they feel bound to have and express no opi- 
nion? Is it nothing to them that slave-holdors have deter- 
mined to bring into the Union an immense slave-holding 
territory, to reinforce Southern slavery and humble North- 
ern liberty, by the addition of a substratum for four rich 
states, each able to sustain a greater population (probably ) 
than Ohio? Northern freemen think this a very unwise 
project, Editors say “it is a very foolish thing;” “gen- 


territory already;” and Northern statesman, “defenders of 

the constitution” and all, are as serene and passionless in 
their opposition to such a measure, as they were to the 
admission of Arkansas. Thus we lazily talk, without 
plan, without concert, engulphed in apathy; while slave- 
holders, active, ardent, with plan ripened, forces collected, 
have resolved that Texas shall be of us. Where are our 
public meetings, our speeches, our resolutions, our pro- 
tests!——where the warning voices of our newspaper sen- 
tinels, proclaiming the dangers and disasters of the mea- 
sure to the interests of the North, the stabilify of the 


lutely nothing is attempted, except by the fanatical abo- 


ern feclings against the admission of this slavery-cursed: 
country. : 


Look at the doings in the General Assembly; and see’ 
there a pattern, furnished by ministers of the gospel, of 
what slave-holders will do when they have the power— 
constitutions to the contrary notwithstanding, 


It is but a little while, and the fate of Northern inde» 
pendence—of the Union—will be decided, Congress 
meets in September, Let us awake, Let Northern free- 
men instruct their representatives positively to put down 
this project, else Northern representatives may betray the 
interests of their constituents on this point, as they have 
been on the verge of doing in many. other instances, — 
Look at their conduct within a short period.—Arkansas, 
with slavery immortalized in it, so far as men may im- 
mortalize such a monster, admitted almost without oppo- 
sition—Calhoun’s post-office bill passed to a third reading: 
the right of petition, and the freedom of debate in Con~ 
gress, abrogated, substantially abrogated—all by the re-- 
missness or criminality of Northern representdtives.—. 
What next? The present chief executive is said to be in: 
favor of the annexation of Texas. We know he is com-. 
mitted to the South, for weal or woe, The project of an- 
nexation will be brought forward. Slave-holders will in- 


tender wives and children; grow fierce, bully, threaten, 
drive. Northern men will talk softly, waver, consult the 
interests of party, electioneer, be still or absent, and— 
Texas will be admitted: all the while the people of the 
North being vastly. opposed to its admission! When wilt 
our editors think it worth while to attend to other things 
beside rag money and hard money, banks and bank-. 
ruptcy? 

In a little while we shall have petitions out on this sub-- 
ject, and who will not be prepared to remonstrate? 








Political Action. 

Abolitionists have political rights, and they are ac- 
countable for the manner in which they use them, Prin- 
ciple and expediency alike demand ‘that they should 
make themselves felt at the ballot-box,; As American 
citizens, they cannot vote for a man, who will violate or 
fail to support the fundamental principles of American 
liberty, As christians, they will not give their support 
to aman, who is ah enemy to freedom, a friend to the 
perpetuation of slavery inthe District of Columbia, or 
the extension of the system by the annexation of Texas, 
an advocate of mob-violence, or an upholder of the pres- 
ent oppressive laws against free colored people, As abo-- 
litionists, the duties they owe to themselves, the slaves, 
their country and the church, compel them to carry their 
principles to the ballot-box, and to demand from every 
candidate for office, how far he is a friend, how far a foe. 
Let it always be understood, that their political action is 
confined to where they can constitutionally interpose po- 

flué to the free states. 





to them. 








Texas. 
Is money the only ‘thing loved in this Republic? Is 
wealth the only interest? Isa healthful currency the 
one thing needful, the highest good, the bulwark of all our 
rights?! Doubtless the American people think so, if we 
may judge from their newspapers. Editors have thought 
and talked and written about the derangement in the 
currency, until their wits seem on the verge of derange- 
ment. Politicians, as in duty bound, would deem it a 
waste of time to cogitate on any thing but the great pres- 
sure and “great experiment.” The burden of every 
man’s conversation is hard times, if not hard money: so 
that if some winged stranger from other worlds, should 
happen to light in oné of our large cities, he would be apt 
to imagine that the great end for which man, the immor- 
tal biped, was born into the world, was toexamine into the 
mysterious properties and effects, of certain brown, white 


litical i e 

It is high time the Abolitionists of Ohio should act with 
concert in this way. If they believe, as they profess to 
believe, that the country is apostatizing from its primitive 
republicanism, let them interpose to arrest the evil. 
There are men who will feel no argument but that of the 
ballot-box. Let us all as one man, use every effort to 
exclude from all offices of power, profit or honor,. apy in 
dividual whom we know tg be a foe to the essential prim 
ciples of constitutional, American liberty. 

In Massachusetts, abolitionists are united, and they 
hold the balance of power, In Pennsylvania, we per- 
ceive, they have made a vigorous beginning in this way. 
Ohio will not be wanting. ,.There are enough abolition- 
ists throughout the state, and other persons holding the 
great general principles for which we contend, to influ- 
ence decidedly the fate of the elections, : 

We perceive that in some of the states, there are poli- 
ticians who begin to sce a little farther than many we 





and yellow pieces of earth. Abolitionists are fanatics, be- 





cause they dwell so much in thought ‘on the evils of 
slavery, they can see no other evils in the world, So say 
their enemies, But are there no fanatics beside them?— 


+ 


could name. In the Democratic Anti-masonic State 
Convention, held in Pennsylvania, May 22d, the follow~ 
ing resolutions were passed: 

- “Resolved, That as American freemen, we recognize’ 





What shall we call the American people, whose intellects 
coin nothing but dollars and cents? 


as the noblest feature in our National Constitution, that 





tionists are tainted with the fanaticism of benevolence, 
their accusers are steeped in the fanaticism of avarice, 

To lose money in this country is frequently the way to 
wealth; and at all events, to lose money honestly neither 





our character as freemen and Christians, which exposes 





us to the contempt and derision of slave traders and kid- 

nappers on the coast of - Africa, and which, themselves 

being judges, brands our professions of-horror at the for- 

eign slave trade, of love to liberty, and a jealous regard] 

for the rights of man, with glaring inconsistency and 
ess hypocrisy. Therefore, 


degrades nor enslaves. ‘That banks should withold their 
specie, and the government not pay its debts, are certainly 
evils to be deplored; but they are evils which may and 


Article which declares that Congress shall make no law 
“abridging the freedom of specch or of the press, or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of grievances, 

Resolved, That as citizens of Pennsylvania, we hold, 
with the fathers of our present State Constitution, that 
“the free communication of thoughts and opinions, and 
the privilege of every citizen to speak, write, and print 
upon any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that 





will be remedied, The subversion of speculators, and 


liberty,” are amongst the dearest and most invaluable of 





failure of merchants, and breaking up of employers, will 
distress the community for a time; but speculators may 





Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress, at its next! 
session, to abolish immediately and totally, this traffic in 
the District of Columbia, in the Territories, and betw 


grow honest, and merchants prudent, and employers less|| 


human rights, se . 
Resolved, “That all men ate born equally free and in- 
dependent, ‘and have certain inherent and indefeasibie 
rights, among which are those of enjoying and defending 














the several States; and that it is the duty of the people, 
and of our state Legislatures, loudly to remonstrate with 
that body against the longer continuance of this nefarious| 


bitious; and the humbler ones, distressed by their mi 
fortunes, may find employment in better ways, enrichin 
for instance a soil, that will soon enrich them. 





and piratical system. 3 


EQUAL RIGHTS—THE UNION. 


But to lose principle, to lose independence, to lose li 
erty, is to lose the basis and bulwark, not only of wealth, 








The following preamble and resolutions, offered by 
G. Whittier, were adopted nem. con. 


but of honor and happiness, To repair this loss will 
quire something élse than ordinary reaction in the body 


life and liberty; of acquiring, possessing and protecting 
property and reputation, and of pursuing their own hap- 
piness, 

The Convention did well in passing such resolutions. 
They were not uncalled for, The spirit of the times and 
the false doctrines boldly advocated in this republic, make 
it necessary, for all similar conventions to give a distinct 


Whereas, The union of these states was formed, ( politic, or a mere change in the government of men and expression of their views concerning the very rights and 


use the words of the constitutional bond,) ‘to establish 

justice; ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the co 

mon defence, promote pear ay oir welfare, and secure 
posterity tt eth of liberty’ 


measures, It may require treasure and labor, sufferin 
and sacrifice, never yet dreamed of in this nation. 
There is a worse derangement, than derangement in 


principles, embraced in the foregoing resolutions. 
The constitution of Ohio says, “that a frequent recur 
ce to the fundamental principles of civil government, 


{ > to each state, a republican of governmen the currency: it is the derangement of the balance of thi is absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings of liberty. 


me Re. 


o die 


tlemen may as well not look that way;” “we have enough ° 


of the Union, the welfare of humanity?’ Nothing—abso-- 


litionists, to enlighten, harmonize and concentrate North-- 


sist, talk of the sacredness of their domestic firesides, their: 
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. give calm, distinct and full expressions of their views of 
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Section 1, 2 & 6, of the Constitution, we have the ‘fol. 


Jowing fundamental principles, 
“We prciarE 


: That all men are born equally free and 
independent, and have certain, natural, inherent, and un- 
alienable rights, amongst which are the enjoying and de- 
fending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and protect- 
ing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and 
safety.” Again,—“There shall be neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude in the state, otherwise than for the 
punishment of crimes,” &c,—And again, “The printing 
presses shall be open and free to every citizen who wishes 
to examine the proceedings of any branch of government, 
or the conduct of any public officer, and no law shall ever 
restrain the right thereof, Every citizen has an indispu- 
table right to speak, write or print upon any subject as he 


thinks proper, being liable for the abuse of that liberty.” 


Conventions of the people or of parties ought to be 


proud of these principles. Are they so? We shall sec 


There will be more than one convention in this state, in 
The sons should not be ashamed of what 
the fathers did, for they acted, felt and spoke like free- 
men. “A recurrence to fundamental principles,’—this 
At what time has it been demanded more 
urgently, than itisnow? Who does not know that within 
ashort period these principles have been violated by thobs 
and menaced by legislatures, scoffed at by northerners, 
and repudiated by southerners, until in many parts of our 
Was it 
not for just such times as these, that the framers of our 


a little while, 


is the duty, 


country they have gone almost into oblivion? 


Constitution thought “a recurrence ‘to the fundamental 
principles of civil government absolutely necessary to pre- 
serve the blessings of liberty?” Undoubtedly. Will the 
people of Ohio shrink then from renewing their ancient 
testimony in behalf of fundamental rights, and republican 
doctrines? We hope they will show themselves the 
worthy children of noble parents, Let conventions of the 
‘people consider all the exigencies of the times; and then 


‘the great truths on adherence to which depends the wel- 
fare of the republic, 

-After all, this truth should never be lost sight of. Ina 
republic, a'full, firm, and an enlightened attachment to the 
principles on which any government rests, is its only 
stietigth, and its only security against corruption, decay 
and extinction. When men are unwilling to recur to 
these principles, we need no other evidence of their radi- 
cal degeneracy. When men lose their regard for the 
spirit of the constitution, its letter will not long bind 
them. 








“The Prudent Man Forese¢th the Evil.” 


Slave-holders ate working vigorously. In zeal, the ab-|jalmost as one man into the councils of the Presbyterian 


olitionists are children tothem. Abolitionists have been 
deliberating about the sinfulness of slavery, and the pro- 
priety of excluding slave-holders from Christian fellow- 
ship, until all at once they find themselves excluded. So 
it seems that of the two sins, slavery and abolitionism, 
the last is much the more heinous. 

A first principle in the philosophy of our opponents 
is, that abolitionism, if successful, will divide the Union. 
How much countenance this principle derives from the 
late proceedings of the General Assembly, our readers 
will be able to judge from the accounts published below. 
In the Presbyterian church, s/avery has made the breach 
—sjavery has sundered brethren. By one sweeping vote, 
“without charge or trial,” slave-holders have cut off from 
the Presbyterian connection, four synods and one Pres- 
bytery, embracing four hundred ministers and four or five 
hundred churches. That slavery was the only cause of 
this excision, we do not say; but it was a leading cause, 

The extracts below, from two papers, not considered 

friendls to our measures will shew the various grounds of 
‘the transaction. 

A few remarks now on this most singular proceeding. 

We had occasion to observe some time.ago, that ha- 
bitual violations of natural rights, naturally and inevitably 
lead to the disregard of guarantied ones. The doctrine, 
reasonable in itself, is abundantly confirmed by the history 
of the slave-holding states; and is daily receiving confirma- 
tion, If men had realized the full force of this truth and 
fashioned their conduct by it, it would not now stand re- 
corded, that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
church, violated flagrantly and wilfully their own Consti- 
tution, in the expulsion of a large portion of their breth- 
iten, unaccused, unarraigned, unheard. 

Slave-holders by this proceeding, have given reason to 
delieve, that they are capable of almost any act, which 
they may deem necessary to uphold the interests of the 
slave-system. If ministers of the gospel can with so 
remorseless resolution transgress every principle of equity 
and all constitutional right, as to perpetrate a deed of this 
sort, what are we to expect from slave-holding politicians? 
The Genéral Assembly have furnished a pattern for the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
Both constitute no insignificant schools, from which pro- 
slavery statesmen may derive maxims and models for 
their own conduct hereafter. If Texas be admitted 
into the Union, we shall expect to see transactions as 
lawless and merciless, as that under notice, 

This whole proceeding proves that slavery is no less 
iiteconcilablé with Christian love, than natural. justice. 
The speeches and behaviour of the slave-holding ministers 
‘ate said to have been unfair, violent, abusive, and at times, 
‘gtossly insulting, Whatever christian graces ministers 
‘of the gospel and christian people may have, that. make 
gain from the wrung sinews of human beings, surely they 
cannot lay claim to the blessing pronounced on the 
meek, 

Slave-holders have now given to the Presbyterian 
ciurch and through it to the country, a demonstration of 
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“in the abstract.” 


very; who, if slavery had not reachéd out its hand 
against them, would still have eontinued its antagonists 
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—113 to 89.' The ‘Western Reserve was not allowed 








nod asked leave to defend themselves,’ Jt was 





Abolitionists were “fanatics,” because they foresaw 


The previous question was moved and carried, 





and foretold how slavery would prove irreconcilable 





with religious and. political liberty in the free states 


measures, Will the New School secede? J say No. 





They were “fanatics,” because by a timely protest and 
declaration of truth they aimed to prevent consequences} 
like that we have witnessed in the Presbyterian church; 
like those we shall-witness in this nation should Texas 
be annexed to it—the enslavement of the north, and ulti- 
mate dissolution of the Union, Abolitionists were “fan- 
atics,” because in the exercise of a benevolent regard for 
the rights of others, in the reprobation of a system of 
tyranny established at their doors, they thought they 
discovered the true method of loving their neighbor, and 
the only way of protecting their own interests, Have 














When this matter was talked over last night, not a man 





From all the expelled Synods, there will-be a delegation 


vote, Had they been permitted tovote the majority would||M 
have been very small. The members of the work 8y-/]l 


You ask what will be the result of these high-handed 


had the least disposition to divide the church by secession.|| 
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The General School Banner, preceded by the Band 


districts, as organized. 
Should any School not be on the ground, at the moment 
of marching, it will lose its appropriate position, and must 
take its place in the rear of the whole, 
The rout of the Procession will be down Broadway to 


usic, will be placed at the head of the second Ward co- 
lumn ; and the ten new District Banners willl respect- 
refused.|jively, be borne in front of the pupils of each of the several 


<a reper em ne 
EMERY & HOWELLS, 
Wholesale and Retail Grocers, —Manufacturers of Pine 
Cedar Coopers’ Ware and Washboards. 
hehe will find a large assortment of Groceries, 
choice Wine, Hops, Coopers’ Ware, Washboards, Brooms, 
Brushes, Cordage, ke: &e. . 
No. 217 Main street, (west side,) between Fifth and 
Sixth, Cincinnati. 
March 29th, 1837. 








Front street; down Front Street to Main; up Main street 





next year to claim their seats, 
In the mean time an appeal will be made to the church, 
to inquire whether she will sustain such outrageous vio 





to 5th; and up Sth street to the Wesleyan Chapel, near 
Broadway, where the following ceremonies are expected 





lations of her fundamental principles, ; 
Yours, W.L. 
Another correspondent says: 
“It is a worthy of remark that members from slave- 
holding states, take the lead, and to almost a man suppo 


to take place : 

Ist. An opening Prayer, by the Rev. Mr, Rarzr. 
2d. Music, by the Band, 

3d. A tabular Schedule of the Common Schools; in- 
cluding the location of the Housts, the names of the 





FARMS AND COUNTRY SEATS FOR SALE. 
An excellent farm of 198 acres, 13 miles from town, 
having 120 acres in a high state of cultivation, two good 
orchards of apple, pear, peach and Eniglish cherry trees, 
a large new frame barn, a good cider house, with a mill 





Teachers, the number and ages of the pupils enrolled,— 





these ultra movements, The amalgamation of: the Old 
School, and the supporters of Slavery is no more than I 


with the Rules adopted for their ‘government, &c., to be 
read by the Trustees and Visitors, 
4th. Select exercises in Elocution, by a portion of the 








ics. He said they would ruin the church and the nation, 
and called upon the Assembly to cut them adrift, He read 


statements, “Sit down!” “sit down!” was the constant 
cry of the moderator, “the member shan’t be interrupted,” 


events proved them “fanatics?” 
‘Jand who the fool? 


ished.” 


The Cincinnati Journal and the Chronicle speak with 
commendable spirit of the proceedings in the Assembly. 


after this terrible exhibition of the power of slavery, 


Who is the wise man 
| “The wise man foreseeth the evil and 
hideth himself, but the simple pass on and are pun- 


They even venture to speak out against slavery, If 


anticipated, Nota memorial is allowed to be read, or even 


a eng uttered on the question of Slavery without re- 
buke . " . 





We subjoin an editorial from the Cincinnati Chro- 
nicle; i 


s 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 


.{}conduct and acquirements, during the past year, will then 


Pupils, 
5th. The names of the Pupils distinguished for good 


be read by the Visitors of the respective Wards: and the 
Premium Booxs awarded by the Board, will be delivered 


and a press, a wagon house, a corn crib, grain, smoke and 
carriage houses, hog pens, a new milk house with three 
rooms, an exccilent frame house with seven rooms, a ¢el- 
lar and a porch; also, a -first “rate culinary garden, and 
many springs, The land is very rich and well situated 
for cultivation. 


A fertile farm of 136 acres, 8 miles from town, with 
70 acres in culture, the rest well timbered with Walnut, 
Blue Ash, Sugar and Locust trees, The improvements 





hp the Maron, in the presence of the Trustees and Exa 
miners, (acting and elect,) the Committee of the City 
Council, and the Superintendent of Common Schools for 





This ecclesiastical body has ad journed, after proceeding 
deemed by no small postion of their own party, and. the! 
greater portion of the public, as violent, undignified, and 
ichristian,. Among these were, severing four entire 





of injured liberty, than they have given heretofore, how 
can they answer to the church, to their country, to their 
God? They surely ‘cannot be deluded with the notion 
that slavery is a domestic institution, when they behold it 
reaching out its arms and pulling down the high immu- 
nities of citizens in the free-states; and surely so Jong as 
they recollect the proceedings of the General Assembly 


neither of them give more decided support to the causej/u 


Synods and one Presbytery, embracing about 400 church- 
es, from connecticn with their body, without trial or with- 


Ohio. - 

6th. Music. 
7th, An Anpress to the Pupils, Parents, Teachers, 
and Guardians of the Schools, by the Rev, Wiit1am H, 
McGorrr. 








out charge, From the /ocality of these churches, (west- 
ern New York and northern Ohio,) it is presumed that 
the fear of abolition, rather than of heresy, was the 
ground of the excision, Party is always mad; but never 
more so, than when it expects to check the progress of 
opinion, by intolerance and proscription. Opinion, in 
this country, will take its course; and they have been bad 





of 1837, they will be among the last to cry out, that 
slavery ought not to be discussed, 
The. following are the extracts we have referred to, 
The editor of the Cincinnati Journal says: ° 


“But there is yet another aspect of this case. We had 
occasion, but lately, in speaking of the sins of the nation, 
to allude to slavery as one of these sins, and to the evils 
which the system engendered,: -And never did these evils 
appear to us so alarming asnow, We had no doubt when 
the course of the General Assembly was manifested, and 
when the four synods were cut off, of the cause which was 
urging on that body to such extremes of violence. Our be- 
lief is confirmed by our correspondent. The question is 
not between the new and the old school—is not in rela- 
tion to doctrinal errors; but it is slavery and anti-slavery. 
It is not the standards which were to be protected, but the 
system of Slavery. To this system the constitution of 
our church has fallen a sacrifice, and ominous, indeed, has 
been its fall. ‘To sustain this system mobs had been got 
up, and laws lost their power to protect, and Magistrates 
sat silent amidst civil convulsions. And now when pub- 
lic opinion had bid down these riots, the south come forth 


Church, and backed by men in the free states, break down 
every barrier of the constitution—trample under foot the 
most sacred rights. The natural desire of men for power 
receives new impulse and foree from this cause, and per 
fas aut nefas it is determined to secure it. Synods‘cut 
off, Presbyteries threatened, and then since we have been 
writing, the news is brought that no new Presbytery here- 
after formed, however constitutionally, shall have its rep- 
resentation in the next Assembly—the stated clerk is in- 
structed to withhold the commission of all such, and he 
pledges himself to obey. Ifthe system of slavery at the 
South can only be maintained by such means, let it come 
to an end, whatever may be the consequences. 
We tell our brethren there political and ecclesiastical, 
that the men of the North will.not become slaves, that 
the whites of the South may remain masters, A warn- 
ing voice shall go forth through all the length and breadth 
of this land, when the rough hand of violence is laid 
upon our dearest rights, and the spirit of christian liberty 
will wake up to vindicate the rights that are assailed, and 
to put down the tyranny of power, be it ecclesiastical, or 
be it political. Abolitionists and anti-abolitionists, Con- 
gregationalists and Presbyterians, whatever be our name, 
and however we may differ about forms and modes, will 
present one solid phalanx—one unbroken front against 


observers of the times, who do not know that it is alike 
unfavorable to the existence of slavery, and the domina- 
tion of ecclesiastical hierarchies. Freedom—treal, pergon- 
al, universal freedom—discarding all bonds, physical 
and political, is getting to be far-better understood and 
sought after; and they who erect an arbitrary standard, re- 
ligious or political, will soon find the millions following} 
other leaders, It is a vain hope to sustain dominations 
by legalized forme. The lion could as easily be held by 
a gauze net. The multitude will break all forms; and 
while in doing so they may occasionally be driven to ul- 
tra measures, or be tossed by the tempest of passion—yet 
the sky will at length clear, and a freedom of mind, worth 
all the forms of law, dawn from the darkness of spiritual 
bondage. , ‘ 








tems. 


“Mississippi—A new census of the State of Missis- 
sippi has just been taken under the authority of the State. 
Official returns have been received at Jackson from all 
the counties but three, De Soto, Monro, and Tunica, 
The whole number of inhabitants is (these three counties 
excepted) 302,207—of whom 140,142 are free whites, 
and 162,065 slaves, The free white males in the State 
are 75,299, of whom more than one-half or 39,488 are 
under the age of 21 years. The white male population 
of full age and upwards is 35,810.” 


We'subjoin the table of the population of Mississippi 
at different periods. 


Free Whites. Slaves. 
In 1820 © 42,634, 32,814 
“ 1830 71,147, 65,659 
“ 1835 140,142, 162,065 


It will be seen from the above that the rate of increase 
fronf 1820 to 1830 of the whites, was 67 per cent;—of the 
slaves, 100 per cent: from 1830 to 35, of. the whites, 96 
per cent;—slaves 146 per cent, 
A few remarks, When slaves within a period of 5 
years increase at the the rate of 146 per cent, or from 65 
thousand to 162 thousand, the evil indeed seems in a fair 
way to “work its own cure,” 
The slaves now number 22,000 more than the whites in 
this state. Their rate of increase is half as much again 





the coming deluge. If war we must in defence of our 
rights as. Preshyterians—as Christians—as men, it shalt 
be no chids play; nor yet will we hurl poisoned darts. 
Our weapons shall be truth, and christian principle and 
the spirit of liberty, and to these God will give the 
victory.” . : 
The following is a letter from a correspondent of the 


same Journal. . 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY—MORE REFORM. 
Philadelphia, June 6. 


The work goes on bravely, Not only has the “Plan of 
Union” devised by the wisdom, and blessed by the prayers 
of the fathers, been’ broken up violently—not only has the 
resolution passed, excluding from the floor of the next 
Assembly, the members of Presbyteries whose Synods 
were to be cited, if an inquisitorial committee could man- 
facture “commot fame” enough to apologize for it—not! 
only has the synod of the Western Reserve been cut off, 
and its members sneeringly expelled from the floor un- 
heard, and uncendemned by any proper tribunal—but 
ow three more obnoxious synods have been driven from 
the floor of the General Assembly, -and cut off from the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States without a 
hearing ! ! 
The resolutions for excluding the Synods of Utica, Ge- 
neva and Genessee, were offered by J. R. Breckenridge, 
of Baltimore, and sustained by himself and W, 8, Plum- 
mer of Virginia, The speech of the latter gentleman 
was one of the most violent, unfair and uncandid that I 
ever heard. _ It was designed to excite the South to vote 
as one man against those Synods, because they had dared 
to oppose Southern slavery, Mr, Plummer, in alluding 
to the ministers who have embraced the ground that 
slavery was wrong, called them demagogwes and fanat- 





several extracts from printed papers, and some private 
letters to sustain his position. It was vain that any mem- 
ber of the accused Synods rose to explain or correct mis- 


Among other unkind and slanderous things which he 
asserted, he said somebody had said that the young men 
and women of western New York hugged each other in 
the streets, and cried “hallelujah!”* 


dismissed until Monday, the 10th of July next, when the 
ensuing session will be opened. 


Fund, will please to file their account with the City 
Clerk, on or before the 27th instant, so as to enable the||ing 200 acres in cultivation, an excellent orchard of 800 
apple, and 200 peach trees; a commodious frame barn, @ 
hay press, several log barris, 4 log houses, two wells and 
many springs; also,a hop garden with 5042 hills with 
good poles, There is an abundance of timber upon the 
farm, likewise a new frame Saw Milland a mill seat, The 


v 


the 30th instant, 


Procession, &c., will be postponed until the following day. 


Received from the New Richmond, A. S. Soc. $10 00 


Collins; Jos. Matthews; F. D. Parish $42; R.G, Wil- 


boro’, Willimantic, Greenfield.- 


8th, Bexenrcriox, 

The School Messenger and Assistants, will be in attend- 
ance at the Church; and serve the Pupils with water at 
appropriate intervals. 
After the close of the exercises, the Schools will retire, 
under the direction of their respective Teachers; and be 


Feachers, and others, having claims against the Schoo! 


Treasurer to include them in his Annual Report, ending 
Ocrlf the weather prove inclement on the 23d, the 


_ By authority of the Board of Trustees and Visitors, 


P. 8S, SYMMES, President, ||! 
Cincinnati, June 20th, 1837, 








RECEIPTS. 
“ si « A. 8S, Sewing Soc, 10 00 
“ Cemantha C. Temple, (Granville pledge) 5 00 
“ from Ripley A. 8. Soc. in part ofpledge, 179 00 " 
F, D. Parish, Donation, 20 00)/,, 
Mr, Smith, Donation, 
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“ “ 
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LETTERS RECEIVED SINCE JUNE 9th. 


L. Temple $10; Julia A. Lowell $2; Alex, McFar-|/P 
ren $20; E. C. Williams; Jas. G Dunlavy $50; Jos. 8, 
Waugh; John.C. McCoy $5; J. S. Galloway $2: W. 


liams; Robt, C. Galbraith $12; N, Webb $2, 


PostmastEers.—New Garden, Colebrook, ,Whites- 








AGENTS FOR PHILANTHROPIST. 


Rev, Evwarv Ween, Financial Agent, 0, A.S, S.||, 


onto, 
Rev, Daniel Parker, Wew Richmond. 
«“ David C, Eastman, Bloomingburg. 
Dr. Jos, S. Waugh; Somersville, Butler co. 
“ Jos. Templeton, Xenia, 
Daniel B. Evans, Ripley. I 
David Powell, Steubenville, 
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apple, 30 peach, and 50 cherry trees. 
well fenced and watered, and situated in a healthy and 


a 


consist ofa frame house, with four rooms, a celler and a 
porch; a frame barn, two stables, a well and a good erch- 
ard of choice fruit trees,. The land is rich, rolling, well 
fenced and watered with Springs. 


A farm of 100 acres, 17 miles from town, havihg 50 a- 
cres in cultivation, the rest abounding with the best kind 
of rail timber, a small orchard, a well with a pump, a frame 
house and other buildings, The land is chiefly rich bot- 
toms 


A desirable farm of 160 acres, 70 miles from town, antl 





one mile from the Ohio, with 50 acres well improved, @ 
vineyard, two orchards of apple and peach trees, of excél 
lent quality; a good house with fourrooms and a cellats 
also, 3 stables, a crib, a smoke house, an €xcellent cistern 
and two never failing springs. The land is of good qua 
ity, and situated well for cultivation. 


A desirable farm of 510 acres, 30 miles from town, hav« 


and is fair quality, well fenced, and situated well for tils 
age, 


A handsome country seat, with 108 acres of very rich 


bottom land, situated 15 miles from town, having 90 acres 


n cultivation, the rest well timbered. ‘The improvements 


consist of a first rate frame house with 9 rooms, a cellat 
and two porches, 
frame barn, wiih a stable for 8 horses, a large stone milk 
and smoke house, a cider house with a mill and a press; 


Also a tenant’s house, a commodious 


orn, gear, carriage, tool and woop houses; also a very large 
orn loft, two excellent wells, several cisterns, many springs 


1 00j/a capital orchard with 130 choice apple trees, a good cul+ 
WM. DONALDSON, Treasurer. inary garden, having three beds of esparagus, 24 grape 


ines, and 40 fruit trees of select kinds. ‘The whole of 


the buildings are new, well painted and laid out in a style 
of elegance, 


The land is very rich, and well fenced with 
ost and rails, with gates for the fields. 


A desirable Farm of 70 acres, 40 of which are in culti- 


vation, situated 8 miles from town, in a healthy and popu- 
lous region, having a new Brick House with 5 rooms, a 
cellar, and a porch. Also a large Frame Barn, with Sheds, 
Cribs and Wagon-houses, two never failing Springs, a 
Creek, and an Orchard of choice grafted Fruit Trees. 


A desirable Country Seat, with 51 acres of Land, i 


mile from town, having 30 acres in cultivation, a new 
Frame House, built in cottage style, with 7 rooms, a cellar 
and a porch, a large Frame Barn, a Carriage House and 
other buildings. Also a Well, a Pump, several Springs, 


good Garden well pailed, and a young Orchard of 75 
The land is rich, 


ood neighborhood. 
A Farm of 62 acres, 9 miles from town, upon the Win- 


ton road, having 38 acres in cultivation, a small orchard, 
.|ja well, a spring, a stream, a Frame Barn, and a Brick 


Iouse, with 4 rooms and a cellar. 
Very many other FARMS and COUNTRY SEATS 








as that of the whites. What will be the end of this? 
Common sense sees, but cotton planters do not. 
From the southern papers, it scems that last year, 250,- 
000 slaves were exported into the four southern planting 


states. Mississippi at a low calculation must have re- 


this amount was the last of a series, What avast waste 
of human life must there have been within 5 years in 
this state—when, during this period, the whole increase 
by procreation and ‘yearly importation, the last year 
50,000 being imported, was only a littlé better than 96,000,]; 
From 1830 to ’35, the period of the greaicst increase 
of population, the rate of increase is only 120 per cent. 
This shows what raising cotton by slave labor will do for 
the prosperity of a state. Now look at Michigan—a 
free state. The rate of increase in its population - from 
1820 to 1830, was 250 per cent. This shows what free 
labor will effect. The people’ of Michigan‘are all free- 
men, and their interests all harmonize. The population 
of Mississippi is composed of two classes, human beings 
and human chattels, whose interests are as opposite and 





ceived 50,000 of them; and it should be remembered that!| 








Nathan Nettleton, Medina, 
INDIANA, 

Dr, James Ritchey, Franklin, 

James Morrow, South Hanover. 

Wn, Beard, Liberty. 
ILLINOIS, 

Dr. Themas A, Brown, Carrollton, 
J. Brown, Jerseyville, 
Willard Keyes Quincy. 
* Elizur M. Leonard, Jil. Miss. Institute. 

MICHIGAN, 


Rev. John Dudley, Flint River. 


; for sale. Eligible HOUSES in various parts of the City, 

, oo rcp ee for sale. Citizens and Emigrants are invited to call for 

F. D. Parish, Sandusky. full information, which will be given gratis. If by letter, 
Samuel Hall, Marietta, Col. postage paid, 


Capitalists can obtain 10 per cent. interest upon mort. 


gage, or the best personal security. 


Persons desirous of receiving money from England, 


Wales, Ireland, Scotland, and other parts of Europe, can 
have the cash paid them in Cincinnati, as soon as the pay- 
ment is advised by the European Bankers. 


English Bills of Exchange, Gold, and Bank of Engs 


land notes bought and sold. 


Farmers and Citizens wishing to dispose of their estates, 


will incur no expense unless sales be effected. 


Apply to THOMAS EMERY, Estate 
and Money Agent, Fourth st., East of Main, 
Cincinnati, O. 





E, V. Carter, St. Clair. 
RHODE ISLAND. 

Josiah Cady, Providence. si 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Isaac Knapp, Boston. 








irreconcileable as right and wrong;-and whose collision 
will one day produce an explosion, that shall tear up the 
foundations of political strength and domestic happiness. 




















“Are they Presbyterians that do this?” asked a 





ber of the persecuted Synods, “None of your business,” 





heir immeasurable intolerance and what they demand fo 
he perpetuation of their system—utter silence or imme- 
iiate expulsion, 

“Give them rope enough and they will hang them- 
tlves”—a homely proverb, may be applied with peculiar 


was the reply of Mr. Plummer, This gross violation of 








ADVERFISEMENTS. 























all justice and decency was too much for the audience in 
the galleries. With more feeling than propriety, they filled 
the house with disses. 

The above is a fair specimen of the course which Mr, 
Plummer has pursued in this Assembly. He seems infa- 





Mopriety to slave-holders, Last session of Congress, by 
their treatment of John Quincy Adams, and their fla- 
fant assault on the right of petition, they created a Teel- 
ing of hostility against their “peculiar institution,” which 
snow bringing forth frnit to the praise of abolitionism. 
And this last effort:—if they had designed to array in open 
*pposition against slavery the entire Presbyterian church, 
“the north, they could not have taken a more effectual 
Method, 


tuated. His best friends speak of his conduct as most 
outrageous, ‘The Southern delegation in general, seem 
to have felt that their busiucss at the Assembly was to cut 
off, in the face of the constitution, enough Northern Sy- 
nods to render slave-holding impregnable in the Presbyte- 
rian church. ; 

Rev, E. White, of South Carolina, Dr. Clelland of 
Kentucky, Rev. Mr. Mines, of the District of Columbia, 
and the delegation from East Tennessee, constitute all 
trom the South who have not gone for these radical and 




















revolutionary measures. They have so managed as to 





There are certain men, and they are the many, who, though 
they ms look, unmoved or betraying no emotion, on the 
Wolation of sacred principles and establishment of dan- 


Sous precedents, break out in generous. indignation||fysed to follow theit party in the work of ecclesiastical 


desolation 


gates to their Presbyteries: Dr. Blythe, of Madison Pres- 


carry with them all the Old School delegates from your 
neighborhood, who at home. are great abolitionists. This 
is the most surprising part of all, but we leave these dele- 























bytery, and Dr. Coe of Indianopolis, have manfully re- 


The delegates from Columbus, Miami, Syd- 





‘ould these precedents be used to warrant any infringe- 








Tent on their rights. ‘Touched in their own interests, 
in to compassionate the wounded interests of 
“thers, ‘Their sympathy is selfish. Sacred principl 


i 





400. ministers, and 400 or 500 churches, passed last nigh 







ney, &c., have followed their file leaders without the leas’ 


flinching. ; 3 
The resdlutions cutting off these Synods, with n 











to their hurt, they are willing to believe something 

~ than mere abstractions; although when they saw 
ee ce to the more grievous hurt of two millions} 
ie of their fellow-countrymen, they were quite 
iy the - finding out circumstances to palliate or jus- 
Violation, We doubt not that ministers and 





and who knows the facts, 
duals probably alluded to by Mr. 
off from the Presbyterian ehurch, and were not mem 

of it. It may well be inferred, from Mr, Plummer's ver: 





when this letter was received 
informs us that the indivi 
Plummer, had been cu 


*A gentleman sitting by 





“tion, will-saon come forth in stout warfare against sla- 


civil answer to the question put to him, that he knew 

















this,—Ep, Cin, Jour, 
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Narrative of Charles Ball, 
Godwin on Slavery, ' 
Lectures of George Thompson, with a full report 


NEW BOOKS, 


JUST RECEIVED AND FOR SALE at the Depv- 
tory of the Ohio Anti-Slavery Society, West side of 


Main street, second story two doors North of Sixth, Cins 
cinnati. 


BOUND VOLUMES. 
. Single cop 
sit 


62 
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(Ep. Phil, THRESHING. MACHINES, of his discussion with Mr. Borthwick, . 60 
pees wide ; . A new edition of Mrs. Childs’ appeal, revised by 
aa == The subscriber is now building, at his shop In George- the author, at the reduced price of 87 
aie “eelanut town, Harrison county, Ohio, a considerable number of Five night’s Diceniinn between George Thomp= 
Eve Abolitionist decuid ‘te meiaend. coniiaiie:, oi Threshing Machines, the most of which will be finished son, Eaq., and Rev. R. J Breckinridge 87 
id : : phd P y ‘land ready forsale and use by the middle of July, In or-|| 4, inqui = dete’ et chnaiienn ‘endl demmhatencel 
adopt the following sentiments, “ascribed by Coleridge|!qer to meet the demand, which the shop has notbeen able]|" 41, y ea Celouinitiol: end:Antd seston 
to a soldier in Cromwell’s army 7” heretofore to supply, double the number formerly built]! g.cicties by the Hon. Wm. Jay, 4th iniiahiien 38 
“T judge it ten times more honorable for a single per- will be made this summer, ‘Those who wish to purchase}iy if. of Granville Sharp, by C. Stuart, ornament- 
son in wiuesdin atruth, to oppose the world in its pow- Machines may apply in writing, or otherwise, and they| 64 with a beautiful copper-plate likeness 37 
et, wisdom og authorit i standing in ite fullj|¥i!l find their orders promptly attended to. - For the in- Anti-Slavery Record, vol, 1, neatly bond with an 
strength; and he singl arid nakediy than fie hting many formation of those who are nof already acquainted with} Appendix making 174 pages 31 
battles by force of ae and gaining them all T’have|the Machine, it may be proper to state, that the patent for Right and Wrong in Boston ; 31* 
no life but truth; and if truth be advanced by suffering the machine was obtained by Henry Heberling, aiid the Rankin’s Letters on Slavery in the U.S 25 
then my Jife also, If truth live, I live; if justice live, horse power by Asa Trahern, H. Heberling, Wm. E. Testimony of God against Slavery rf 25 
Ud live; 7 "these cannot die: "but 6 any man’s suffer- Lukens and John Heberling, about two years ago—that The Fountain, a small pocket manuel containing 
in, for them, are enlarged, BE st es it may be propelled by either 2, 3 or-4 horses, and can a text for each day in the year, with an appo- 
; fica’ Bi dasa Bee easily be moved from barn to barn, not weighing more al- site anti-slavery sentiment or fact, is 
rast 2* eel together than 1600 Ibs., and that they are considered by , Whgleidae 
; NOTICES. those who are acquainted with them to be equal, if not ST ae ingle. 
ices: :||superior, in speed, cleanness of operation, and durability,|/Second Annual Report Ohio A. S. Society, - 
i c to any now used in the United States. We may safely|/Chase’s Speech, 0 
pee ALVA Pern pain scared promise the workmanship to be executed in the most ap-|/Report of the N. York Com, of Vigilance, 35 
of the Common Schools of Cincinnati, proved order. Trial of Reuben Crandell, 35 
Will take place on Friday, the 23d instant, agreeably to ii will be as accommodating as the times will ad- ncaa ay aapsing# Neon rs st 2S 
i ts. : ml : : arrative of the late Riotous Proceedings-agains : 
rh deans AW the Pupils of the Common Schools j i WM. E. LUKENS, the Linenty of the Press, 4 " iz 
will assemble at their several school rooms; and at a quar- a Creek P.O. ¢ Third Report of the Am. A. S. Society, i 
ter past eight, proceed, under their respective Teachers, to}] ~“*@y 2d, 1837, A Collection of Valuable Documents, Bee Se Rs 
the intersection of Broadway and Third street; where a Debate on modern Abolitionism in the Gen. Con- 
General Procession wiil. be formed, and marched through To Country Merchants! ge Sisig ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, i2 
some of the principal streets, under the direction of Mr} . BOOK AND PAPER STORE. Gerrit Smith : ray to ier wi ay 1 : 10 
A hike tone ke pigs Troxas & Sur Prenton of fe Bie ksi Laas 
Baeye rs meer I heya Publishers, Booksellers and Stationers, No. 150 Main|| ing of the N.Y. State A., Society held at Po. 
The pupils of the 5th Ward will be arranged by their||between Fourth and Fifth streets, Cincinnati. terboro’, Oct. 22, 1835, e 8 
Teachers in double file, on the west side of Broadway,| _Have constant supply of Books in every department|/. &, Grimke’s Appeal to the Womenof the South, 6 
with the right (or front) one i rah oe ie ate of lof aia rice sii Pest prices. pi ne patie to the Clergy of the South, by Sarah ‘ 
3d street, facing the river; ose e Ist, 2d, 3d an Coun erchants, an others wanting . Grimke, ike 
4th Wards, will, in like ‘mfanner, be arranged in four pajJAND STATIONARY, at wholesal: and retail, are in- Extracts from Remarks on Dr. Channing’s Slavery, 6 
rallel columns,—each facing to the south, along the northi|vited to call before purchasing elsewhere. arg ances from the charge of Slavery, by ’ 
line of 3d-.street, and extending back northwardly on|} g¢hool Books, in any variety and quantity, at Eastern||_ G- Buckingham, : 
repre towaade Ath ae Wards, thus formed wil — of Ke My lar 32 ay Fer resin a the 8. Neeainens 5 00 
nine 0 clock, the seve ned, willl! Bibles of different kinds, from quarto to 32 mo., Ey, er eeny ss: 
simultaneously advance towards the foot of the hill, unti plain, and elegant. All the Biblical commentaries, in|| Address to the Society of Friends, by Chas. Marion, 4 00 
the head of each parallel ures oe range with common use, also a common variety of Hymn Books. porcenee to the Females of Ohio, by James A, eo 
south side-walk of Lower Market, or Congress street; eahs * eas T Histor; ome, woiaehhs 
as to afford to the citizens, ata single glance, the beskpeae Sedied asi consisting of Travels, Histories, Wastxx 8 Tuovons on ineesy, 3 
ticable view of the whole pew te pupils semeelet | New Publications, om every subject of interest, regu Decl anid = of Seen, 3 
pa erdetail the Sth Ward (ia is rm, taking pre erly Teceered esnediatety, after publication. Slave’s Friend, a 
pi ink and the columns of the several Wards, (with|| Blank Books, Slates, Slate’Pencils, Copy Books, Letter, Emancipated Family, (elegant Plate,) 100 
appropriate banners in front of each school,) falling suc-|| Writing and Printing Paper, and Writing Ink, Wafere,|/Portrait of Wm, Wilberforee, 75 
cessively into the line, as soon as they are passed by th Sealing Wax, and every article of STATIONARY. Slave Market, ' 5 
the rear of the columns preceding them,in the order abo Book-Binders Stock, consisting of Leathers, B Southern Ideas.of Liberty, 13 
named, eS SL omecnge esis ttt Gold Leaf, and all other Binding ertals. Mirror of Slavery, 2 
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» or from ial provisions in relation to particular 
a ye has any power to legislate u 
the subject of fugitives from labor, it must be derived 
one of these sources,—from the general grant, or 
some special provision, It cannot be derived from 
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Jaw! If they did, the great principles which had 
have little cause ‘to boast of the security with 


THE ACT OF CONGRESS REPUGNANT TO THE CONSTITU 





‘grant, because the clause in regard to fugitives 
labor, vests no power in the national government, of 
in any of its departments or officers; and the general gran 
of legislative power is poset — » oe beer 

if laws, necessary and proper to c xecu-|| 
—s vested. Tae bala it ‘be derived from 
ial provision: for none is attached to the cl 
Selsting to fugitives from service. The conclusion seems 
inevitable, that the constitution confers on Congress no 
power to legislate in regard to escaping servants. Where 
then.is this powcr! Undoubtedly it is reserved to the 
states; for “all powers not delegated to the United States, 
anor prohibited to the states, are reserved to the states or to, 
the ” The constitution restrains the operation of 
the state constitutions and the state laws, which would 
enfranchise the fugitive. It also biuds the states to de- 
liver him up on.the claim of the master, and by p 
inference, it obliges them to provide a tribunal before 
































est provisions, By the second section of the second arti 

cle, it is made the duty of the President of the United 
States, with the advice and consent of the Senate, to ap- 
point all judicial officers, Congress, it is true, may vest 
the appointment of inferior officers in the President alone, 
in the courts of law,-or in the heads of departments; but 
there is no clause in. the constitution which authorizes 
Congress to retain the appointment of a single officer in 
its own hands: and yet, here we have Congress appointing 
thousands of federal officers at once, 
I am commenting, appointed all who then were, and all 
who might afterwards become magistrates of counties, 
cities, and towns corporate throughout the Union, judges 


TION OF THE U. STATES AS AN 4XERCISE OF APPOIN 
ING POWERS, 


: 
institutions anion rights, so long es this||spirit, sublime sentiments, and simplicity of language, 
is held to be sanctioned by the constitution of the U,||for every thing respectable and every thing honorable,|\* 


ee I SS SS I eS Te 


ened 





sae st hy confederation; a body. of men, which, |} 





Chatham declared, “for genuine sagaci-\|“an act to regulate black and mulatto persons,” 
singular moderation, for solid wisdom, manly||January 5, 1804; + 


— 








ct, with the subject of the act of Congress. These 





black and mulatto persons, 





unrivalled,” And as much as any other of their 
t acts, this ordinance justifies this splendid eulogy.—| 


15, 1831, The first of these acts contains no allusion 
The most diligent ex- 





the name of the nation it established and declared the||whatever to the act of Congress, 
terms upon which the then vacant territory should be set- 
: tled: and those terms were—not the payment of tribute, 

But. this act is not only unauthorized by the federal||nor 
constitution, but is directly repugnant t6 some of its plain-|/maintenance of the genuine principles of American liber- 
ty. It pronounced, for the first time in the history of the 
world, a solemn national censure upon slavery, by inter- 


the render of military service—but the perpetual} 





dicting forever, its existence in the only district, subject, 
in this respect,.to the control of Congress. So long as the 





ordidance endures, the people of the states, formed within 
this district, cannot introduce slavery, nor can it be intro- 





The act on which 


duced by the people of the other states, “The ordinance,” 
as one of our’ own great statesmen has most truly said, 
Kim 


on the soil itself, an incapacity to bear up any 
other than freemen. It laid the interdict against personal 





servitude in original compact, not only deeper than all lo- 
cal Jaw, but deeper also than all local constitutions.” Ev- 








which such claim may be asserted and tried, and by which 
such claims may be decided upon, and, if valid, enforced: 
‘bat it confers no jot of legislative power on Congress. 
This construction of this clause in the constitution, is 
‘strengthened by reference to another provision, The first 
clause of the first section of the same article, in which 
the provision in regard to escaping servants is found, is 
in these words: “fall faith and credit shall be given, in 
each state, to the public acts, records, and judicial p 


of the United States, with a special jurisdiction, What 





law can be repugnant to the constitution if this be not? 
What law may not Congress enact, if they can enact this 
law? Can the learned counsel for the claimant inform us? 
But perhaps we shall be told that this act does.not ap- 
point the state magistrates to be federal officers, but merely 
transfers.to them a certain portion of federal judicial pow- 
er, to be exercised concurrently with the judges of the 


circuit and district courts. It is obviousthat this is a- mere 





ceedings of every other state.” ‘This clause, so far, is of 


ery settler within the territory, by the very act of settle- 
ment, becaine a party to this compact, and bound by its 
perpetual covenants, and forever entitled to the benefit of 
its provisions, for himself and his posterity, Nosubsequent 
acts of the original states could affect it, without his con- 
sent. It could not be affected therefore, by the adoption 
of the federal constitution, for that was the act of the 
people of the original states, to which the people of the 
territory were not parties. The constitution of the Unit- 








the same nature with the clause in regard to fugitives from 


formal. distinction, founded on no substantial differ- 
ence.. To confer on state magistrates federal powers, is 





labor, _ It is 2 clause of compact, and it pledges the faith 
of each state to the faithful observance of it. - But it con- 
fers no power on government, or any of its. department 
or officers. Congress, therefore, could not legislate in 
reference to the subject of it in virtue of the general grant 
of legislative power. Aware of this, the framers of the 
constitution annexed to this first clause, a second, special- 
ly providing that Congress might “prescribe, by general 
laws, the manner in which such acts, records, and pro- 
ceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof” Am I 
notright in saying that the framers of the constitution 
were aware, that without this special provision, Congress 
would have no power to legislate upon the subject of the 
section? If the firstclause, proprio vigore, confers on 
Congress legislative power, why add the second? Why 
add it, if legislative power is conferred by the geneval 
grant, or by any other provision in the constitution? I 
think the counsel for the claimant will find some difficul- 
ty in answering these questions. ‘The framers of the 
constitution were men of large experience, comprehen- 
sive knowledge, sound judgment, and great ability. 
Among them were Hamilton, and Madison, and Wash- 








to make them, so far, federal officers, But if we adopt 
the suggested phrase, will that remove the difficulty? Can 
the learned counsel tell us, in what clause of the consti- 
tution they have discovered the power to transfer the ju- 
dicial power of the United States, or any part of it, to 
state magistrates? . The discoverer of that ‘power, would 
merit the title of the Columbus of the Constitution! . 


THER ACT VIOLATES THE CONSTITUTION BY EXPOSING 
THE PEOPLE TO UNWARRANTABLE SERIZURES, 


The act relating to fugitives from service, is also repug- 
nant to the fourth and fifth amendments of the constitu- 
tion, proposed by Congress, at the instance of Virginia,* 
to the states, and by the states adopted and ratified as parts 
of that instrument.’ The first clause of the fourth amend- 
ment is in these words: “The right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated,” 
Now how could the people be more completcly exposed to 
unreasonable seizures, than by thisact of Congress? Under 
its sanction any man,who claims another as his servant, 
It is idle to say that none 


ed States neither did, nor could repeal, impair, abridge, or 
alter the terms of this compact, It left them as it found 
them, in the full force of their original obligation. 

Faithful to the letter and spirit of the compact, the 
framers of our state constitution, incorporated its leading 
provisions into that instrumens, thereby claiming for the 


ditional sanction, 


or involuntary servitude, 


birthright of the people of Ohio, 


to this distinction? 
nish it? ~ 


in view, and remenbering that no act of Congress, ir 


people of Ohio the benefit of those provisions, recognizing 
their perpetual obligation, and imparting to them an ad- 
The interdict against slavery is trans- 
ferred to the constitution in the very words of the ordi- 
nance; and, as if to manifest as plainly as possible, the 
setise of the people on this subject, an additional provi- 
sion is inserted, declaring that no alteration of the con- 
stitution shall-ever take place, so as to introduce slavery 


The provisions of the ordiriance, therefore, are the 
It is their glorious dis- 
tinction, that, the genuine principles of American liberty 
are imbedded, as it were, in their very soil, and mingled 
with their very atmosphere, And who of us is insensible 
Who would willlingy forfeit or tar- 


Keeping then, the fundamental interdict against slavery 


caption or detention being expressed upon its face, or ins 
dicated by reference to any other writing; and substantial 
“an act to amend the act regulating||\defects in the commitment cannot be supplied by volunteer 
” passed January 25, 1807; +|\references to any papers or references not referred to by it, 
‘an act to punish kidnapping,” passed January 25, 1819;$jlespecially when such papers and writings possess, them. 
and “an act to prevent kidnapping,”|| passed February|jselves no legal validity: 








Because the act of Congress, which alone purports to 





confer on the magistrate jurisdiction, in cases of escaping 





of the existence of such an act, to a person otherwise ig-|| 
norant of it. It is true that the act of 1804 proposed to 
give aremedy to the master, whose slaves might be found 
within the state, but it was a remedy very different from 
that provided in the act of Congress, and entirely inde- 
pendent of it, It went far beyond even thatact, It pro- 
vided that, on the application of any individual in person, 
or by his agent, claiming any black or mulatto person, 
within the state, and making satisfactory proof of property, 
any judge or justice of the peace should, by his precept 
direct the proper officer to arrest and deliver the person 
claimed, to the claimant or his agent. It did not even re- 
quire that the individual, thus claimed, should have any 
notice of the proceeding. The first intimation that a man 


RD 


amination of its provisions would never suggest the ideallservants, not being necessary or proper to carry into exe. 
cution any power vested in the government of the United 
States, or in any department or officer thereof; is not war. 
ranted by the constitution of the United States: 


Because this act of Congress, being an exercise by 


Congress of the power of appointment, or a transfer of 
federal judicial power to state tribunals, is in one or both 
these respects, repugnant to the constitution of the United 


tates. 
Because this act of Congress, authorizing as it does, 


the arrest, confinement, trial and removal of escaping ser- 
vants, “without due process of law,’ is in this respect 
also, repugnant to the constitution of the U. States: 


Because this act of Congress, authorizing as it does, a 


would receive, under this section, that his liberty wasjjcourse of proceedings unknown to the common law; and 
questioned, would be from the arrest by the sherif!, to be/|the recaption of fugitives from labor, in a class of cases 


delivered up as aslave! 
section, was passed within fourteen months after the con- 
stitution had been adopted. And one important lesson 
may be derived from this startling fact. We may learn 
from it how little weight is due to contemporaneous, or 
nearly contemporaneous constructions of constitutional 
powers, by legislative acts, Nothing could be more dan- 
gerous or unconstitutional than this provision; and yet the 
ink with which the constitution had been written, was 
hardly dry, before it found a place in the statute-book, It 
did not, however, long disgrace our legislation, It was 
repealed about two years after its enactment, by the 
amendatory act of 1807. This act, like that of 1804, is 
entirely silent in regard to the act of Congress, The whole 
scope and object of both was-to enforce a rigid policy of 
exclusion, in regard to people of color, early adopted, and 
still persisted in, in this state, whether wisely and justly, or 
otherwise, need not now be argued. Neither of them 
adopted the act of Congress, or recognized it, or even al- 
luded to it. Whoever, therefore, wishes for evidence of 
the incorporation of the act of Congress into our system 
of legislation, must seck it elsewhere than in these 
acts, . 
In 1819, the first act against kidnapping was passed, 
This act recited the act of Congress at length, and provi- 
ded that any person who should’unlawfuily seize, confine, 
or attempt to carry out of the state, any black or mulatto 
person, without first “proving his right” to such person, 
agreeably to,the act of Congress, should be imprisoned 
in the penitentiary, not less than one, nor more than ten 
years. It is evident that the legislature which passed 
ijjthis statute, regarded the act of Congress as a valid and 


r 


subsisting law. 


The -act which contained this|jnot within the exceptive provision of the ordinance of 


1787, violates the fundamental compact contained in that 
ordinance: 

Because this act of Congress, exposing as it does, ev- 
ery citizen to trial for his dearest rights, without a jury, 
violates, in this respect also, that fundamental compact: 


Because this act of Congress derives no validity from 
any act of the state legislature; nor is in any sense incor- 

porated into our state legislation: nor could, even if it were 

so incorporated, acquire thereby any obligatory quality, in- 

asmuch, as it would then be repugnant, not only to the 

provision in the ordinance, but also to the provision in the: 
state constitution, securing, inviolably, the right of trial 

by jury: ‘ 

Because this act of Congress, exposing as it does, every 
member of the community to arrest, confinement, and. 
forcible transportation; without' process of law, by every’ 
other man who may claim him as a fugitive from servicé,, 
is repugnant to the first principles of civil liberty, and sub- 
ersive 8f the very ends of civil society. 


CONCLUSION, 


Ihave now done with this case. I have presented; 
feebly perhaps, and unsuccessfully, but honestly and fear- 
lessly, the great principles, legal and coustitutional, which,- 
in my judgment, ought to govern it. I have not asked— 
do not now ask, in behalf of my humble client, deliver- 
ance from imprisonment, because that imprisonment is 
against natural right, but because it is against the consti- 
tution and against the law. I claim, however, in her be- 
half; that it be borne in mind that there is such a thing as 
natural right, derived, not from any civil constitution or 





ington, Such men, in framing such an instrument 
would avoid all neediess repetition. They would not in- 
corporate into the constitution a special provision upon 
any subject unnecessarily. To them, therefore, the 
second clause of the section under consideration, must! 
have appeared not only fit, but necessary. But if a spe- 
cial provision was necessary to enable Congress to leg- 
islate in regard to the authentication and effect of re- 
cords, why is’ not a special provision necessary to enable 
Congress to legislate in regard to fugitive servants? Can 
the counsel explain? Both clauses of the constitution 
~are of the same nature. Neither has any thing to do 
~ with creating, organizing, or energizing a form of the gov- 
ernment, Both are articles of compact, If then, the 
framers of the constitution had intended that Congress 
might legislate in reference to the subjects of both, would 
not special provisions, conferring such legislative power. 
have been annexed to both? Is not the annexation of 
such a special! provision to one clause, and not to the other, 
decisive evidence that the convention intended to confer 
legislative power in regard to the subject of one clause, 
and to withhold legislative power in reference to the sub- 
ject of the other? This conclusion seems to me inevita- 
ble. I see not how the counsel for the claimant, with all 
their ability and ingenuity, can frame an argument which 
will conduct to any other. 





WHY SUCH POWET SHOULD NOT BE CONFERRED, 
Nor is it difficult to assign vatid and substantial reasons 
why the convention should not entrust to Congress any 
legislative power upon this subject, Let us suppose 
that, when this clause about escaping servants was under 
discussion, a member had proposed to annex another 
clause in these words, “And Congress shall have power 
to appoint officers in each state to try and determine the 
validity of such claims; and to provide by law for the ap- 
prehension and re-delivery of persons so escaping.” Would 
not the answer have been, “What! give Congress pow- 
er to appoint officers to try questions of personal liberty, 
and to provide for the arrest and redelivery of all persons 
who may be claimed as escaping servants! Who would 
be safe under such aconstitution? What personal right, 
conferred by God and guarantied by the state constitu- 
* tions, might not be prostrated under it! Who might not 
be claimed as a fugitive from labor? "Who would be se- 
cure against condemnation to servitude? ‘To little pur- 
pose has liberty been achieved, if only to be placed in 
jeopardy like this.” And ifthis answer had failed to sat- 
isfy the convention, and the clause had been incorporated 
into the constitution, can any one believe that it would 
have received the assent of the states? Let it be re- 
membered that these states existed before the federal con- 
stitution, and that the fundamental law of each asserted 
and guarantied the absolute, inherent, and unalienable 
rights of every citizen. Among these were reckoned 
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness:’’ and can it be 
supposed that any state, especially any nonslaveholding 
state, would have assented to a constitution which would 
withdraw from either of these rights, the ample shield of 
. the. fundamental law, and leave it exposed to the almost 
unlimited discretion of Congress, and of officers appointed] 
by Congress? I think not, 
URISDICTION OF THF JUSTICES DANGEROUS AND IR- 
RESPONSIBLE, 


But a power vested in Congress by aspecial provision 
és just stated, would not be half so objectionable as the 
actually exercised. Under such a provision Con- 

gress would have appointed officers by name; and the offi- 
Gers so appointed would have been known and responsible, 
Process would have been provided for bringing the per- 
sons claimed as fugitives before the proper'authority, and 


may seize and confine him. 
but escaping servants can be seized. The first step is,to 
seize: the next is take the person seized before a magis- 
trate: and then the validity of the claim is to be tried. It 
may turn out to be invalid: and’ in that case personal 
rights will have been grossly violated. Very frequently in- 
stances occur, in which personal rights are thus violated, 
And when we reflect that the questions on which the va- 
lidity of the cliim depends, are often nice and intricate; 
that it may be the interest of the magistrate to resolve ev- 
ery question as the claimant may desire; that the claimant 
is permitted to make out his case by affidavits—that these 
affidavits, there being no cross-examination, will always 
be strongly in his favor, and may often be false; can we 
wonder that these outrages against personal rights do not 
always terminate at the threshold of the magistrate? Can 
we wonder that, “upon pretence of seizing fugitives from 
labor, whder the provisions of this act, unprincipled per- 
sons have kidnapped free persons, transported them out 
of the state, and sold them into slavery?”+ Is not “this 
inhuman and infamous practice,” + the natural and inevita- 
ble consequence of this act? And can such an act consist 
with that security from unreasonable seizure, which the 
constitution solemnly guarantees to the people! 
not, 

LIBERTY TAKEN AWAY WITHOUT PRocisS OF LAW— 


I think 


he is to bring him before the magistrate: he is to keep 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF CIVIL SOCIETY suB- 
VERTED. ; 
The third clause in the fourth amendment, of the con- 
stitution, is in these words: “No man shall be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.” But 
the act of Congress provides, that persons may be deprived 
of their liberty without any process of law. It provides no 
process for the apprehension; none for the detention; none 
for the final delivery of the escaping servant, Every thing 
is to be done by the claimant. He is to arrest the fugi- 
tive, or the person whom he may take to be the fugitive: 


him in custody while the magistrate examines the eviden- 
ces of the claim: he is to remove him when the certificate 
is granted, From beginning to end of the proceeding, 
there is nothing like legab process, And yet, the whole 
proceeding is recognized by the act of Congress. The 
act, then, is palpably and utterly repugnant to the very 
letter, as well as the whole:spirit of the constitution — 
And not only so, but it is subversive of the fundamental 
principles-on which all-civil society rests. Let such acts 
be passed in reference to other civil rights, Let each man 
be authorized to reclaim property, and enforce rights, in 
this summary way. If one claims a horse found in the 
possession of another, instead of resorting to the old fa- 
shioned action of replevin, and to due process of law, let 
him seize or arrest him, and take him before the nearest 
magistrate, and there prove his claim. If a man claims 
services of another, which he will not perform, instead of 
going to law about the matter, let him drag his recusant 
neighbor before a justice, prove his claim to service, and 
then remove him to his task. How long would socicty 
hold_together, if this principle were carried into general 
application? 
HE ACT OF CONGRESS REPUGNANT TO THE ORDINANCET 
or 1787—cHARACTER OF THE ORDINANCE—THE IN- 


TERDICT AGAINST SLAVERY, 


I might here rest this case, but I feel bound to present 
it under another aspect. As citizens of Ohio we are ‘ac- 
icustomed to hear eulogies upon the ordinance of 1787, 
for the government of the territory northwest of the Ohio, 
and certainly, that ordinance merits all the encomiums 
which have been passed upon it. It lies atthe founda- 
tion of all our institutions. .It was passed by the con- 
gress of the confederation, when all that vast region, now 





the benefit of a regular trial would have been secured 
those whose personal liberty might thus be callled in 
question. But how is it im point of fact? Has Con- 
 Qress selected individuals fitted by nature and by educa- 
tién for thisimportant trust! Persons of sufficient know- 
ledge, sound judgment and undoubted integrity! Not at 
all. By one sweeping enactment, it has appointed all the 


occeupied by the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and 
Michigan, and the territory of Wisconsin, was yet a wil- 
derness. The country had then just emerged from the 
war of independence. The soil which had‘been drenched 
with patfiot: blood, was hardly dry; and the echoes of; 
that devout thanksgiving, which burst from every lip and 
from every heart,-at the glorious termination of our great 
struggle, still lingered throughout the land, ‘The great 





magistrates of all the eounties, cities and towns corpora’ 
throughout the Union, judges of these grave questions; 


principles of personal right, and of free government, 





judges too, in the last resort; judges from whose decision] 


were then familiar to all minds, and dear to all hearts. 





there is no appeal; judges with whose proceedings, so long 
as they strictly pursue the act, no state court and no court 
“i the United States can interfere. And as if this were 
not # ; the magistrates, in the exercise of this special 
“ ion, are effectually shielded from all responsibility 
uct, As state magistrates they are not liable 

49 Sederal impeachment, and as federal officers they are 


The struggle which had just terminated, had been a strug- 
gle for these great principles, They had been consecra- 
ted by the blood of patriots, and attested. by the death off 
martyrs; and the congress resolved to establish them, in 
the territory then recently acquired from Virginia, as the 
unalterable basis of all future government and legislation, 
In pursuance of this’ resolution, the ordinance of 1787 
was framed, It provided for the formation of not'less 





met liable to state impeachment. And if criminally prose 
ented, they may protect themselves under their judicial 
. Congress cannot remove them frotn office, for, 


a ise their powers under the act of Congress in| 


than three, nor more than four states within the territory, 
and for the admission of these states into the Union. It 
declared also, certain great fundamental principles of go- 
vernmental duty, and private right to be maintained, in 














Virtue of their officesas magistrates; and they derive their 





these states, inviolate forever, It established the freedom 





magistrates, not from Congress, but from 


appointrhent as 

the states. Some of them are elected by the people,—some of conscience, the sacredness of personal liberty, and thel] 
inviolability of private contracts: it recognized and en-||,- 
forced the duty of government to foster schools, and dif-||-_- 


are appointed by the executive authority—some are a 
pointed by town or city councils—some hold their 
aterm of years—some are elected annually—som 
fing good behaviour:—some are compensated by 
by fees—but none by the United States, 
services under the act of Congress they mus 
: Sieben picteas'an a eadivad 
; 'o complete the picture, the act omits 
Fequire them to hear the proofs of claim in public, or 
© & public judgment, or to keep any record of 


: 


es 





ee 


conflict with the ordinance, ‘can be valid, let us inquire 
how far and under what circumstances we are bound, by 
that instrument, to recognize the right of masters under 
the slave systems of other states; and whether the act of 
Congress, relating to fugitives from labor, be consistent 
with its provisions, The sixth article of compact in the 
ordinance provides that any person, escaping into the ter- 
ritory, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed, in 
any one of the original states, may be lawfully reclaimed. 
This provision may be said to limit the interdict against 
slavery; but it would be more proper to say that it intro- 
duced a new rule of law in regard to persons held to ser- 
vice, whether as slaves, or apprentices, or hired servants, 
and escaping into the territory from the state in which 
they might be lawfully so lield, At common law, ifa 
servant escape from his master, the remedy is by action 
for breach of contract; but under this provision, in certain 
cases, the master may compel the servant to return to his 
service, The provision was introduced undoubtedly, for 
the purpose, mainly, of enabling masters in the slave- 
holding states to reclaim their escapitg slaves;-but it 
avoids.all recognition of the condition of slavery, and in- 
deed, impliedly denies the existence of such a condition, 
by placing all “persons held to service,” upon the same 
footing, Now, if this provision be regarded as a new 
rule of law, applicable to the relation of master and ser- 
vant, then it introduces a course of proceedings un- 
known to the common law, and is an exception tothe 
general provision in the ordinance, that the inhabitants 
of the territory shall always be entitled to the benefit of 
judicial proceedings, according to the course of the com- 
mon law. If, onthe other hand, this provision be regard- 
ed as a qualificatioh of the fundamental interdict against 
slavery, then it introduces an exception to the gencral pro 
hibition of involuntary servitude. But the compact 
reaches all cases, other than those excepted. It secures 
the benefit of common law proceedings, and of .the inter- 
dict against slavery, to, all persons within the territory, 
except persons who may be lawfully held to service within 
one’ of the original states, and may-have escaped thence 
into the territory, Now the act of Congress takes up this 
provision, and carries it much farther, and applies it to a 
new class of cases, It provides for the recaption, not 
only of servants escaping from the original states, but 
from all the new states and from all the territories, It is 
plain, therefore, that the act violates, in this respect, the 
compact contained in the ordinance, and is so far null and 
void, In this very case, even if the court refer to the affi- 
davit of Riley that the petitioner was a slave, and take for 
granted that she escaped from Missouri, where her master 
resides, still the compact guarantees to her the full bene- 
fit of common law proceedings, and of the interdict against 
slavery, for she did not escape from one of the original 
states... It isno answer to say that the case comes within 
the conétitutional clause'in regard to escaping servants: 
for the constitution could not abrogate or impair the com- 
pact, 


THE ACT VIOLATES THE RIGHT OF TRIAL BY JURY, 


Again, the ordinance stipulates that the inhabitants of 
the territory shall always be entitled to the benefits of the 


Congress provides a mode, in which every inhabitant may 
be tried for his personal liberty without a jury. Under the 
act any man. who claims another as a fugitive servant, may 
subject him, and that, as I have already said, without pro- 
cess, to trial before a single magistrate, without a jury.— 
Is not this sot Whois exempt from being thus tried? 
What constitutes the exemption?. Color? The act says 
nothing about color: it reaches white apprentices as well 
negro slaves, Condition or character? The act is wholly 
irrespective of both. There is then no éxemption, If 
any man is safe from such a trial, the act does not make 
him safe. Ifany man is secure, he is not indebted for his 
security tothe law. ‘The rich, the intelligent, and the 
well known may be safe and secure, for their- personal 
rights could hardly be violated with impunity: but there is 
no safety,—there is no s¢curity for the poor, the ignorant 
and the unfriended.* 1 feel alarmed when I contemplate 


without scrutinizing very closely the constitutional power 
of Congress to enact it, legislated in reference to it as va- 
lid. But they did not make it part or parcel of the law 
of Ohio. No trace of any intention to: incorporate it 
into our system of legislation, is discernible in the statute, 
They provided that pergons, proceeding under it, should 
not he held liable to be punished as kidnappers; and that 
was all, 
larly into the effect of the act of 1819; for it was repealed 


writ of habeas corpus, and of the trial by jury. But the ¢ct of} 


They found it in the statute book, and 


It is unnecessary, however, to enquire particu- 


in 1831, by the existing statute against kidnapping. I 
may say, however, in passing, that the act of 1819 seems 
to have been framed in the spirit of the ordinance, and of 
our state constitution, Its phrascology indicates the 
clear sense of the legislature as to the truce import of the 
constitutional provision in regard to fugitives from labor, 
snd that it was understood as providing for the reclama- 
tion of escaping negroes and mulattoes—not as slaves, 
not as property—but as persons obliged to service. The 
statute of 1831, provides for the punishment of persons 
who should attempt to carry. any black or mulatto out of 
the state, without first taking him before some judge 
or justice, and establishing by proof “agrecably to the 
laws of United States,” a right of “property” in him. -Is 
the act of Congress incorporated into the legislation of 
Ohio by this statute? It exempts from pinishment for 
kidnapping those persons who, before removing a-black or 
mulatto out of the state, take him before a judge or justice, 
and prove “property” in him, “agreeably tothe laws of 
the United States,” It admits, that blacks and mulattocs 
may be lawfully carried out of the state on proof of prop- 
erty, under federal laws, and this is ali, But it is hardly 
less than absurd, to say, that it adopts these federal laws, 
and authorizes the magistrates, and obliges the ministerial] 
ofiicers of the state to execute them, It might as well be 
maintained, that a statute exempting the marshal of the 
district of Ohio, from criminal punishment for the arrest 
of persons violating the revenue laws of the U. States, 
would have the effect of incorporating into our state legis- 
lation, the whole federal revenue code. ‘ 


RIGHT OF PROPERTY IN HUMAN BEINGS NOT RECOG-— 
NIZED IN THE CONSTITUTION Or THE UNITED STATES. 


But were this otherwise, is it quite certain, that the act 
of Congress in regard to fugitives, is even referred to in 
the act of 1831? Is the act of Congress “a law of the 
United States,” agreeably to which “property” may be 
proved in negroes and mulattoes? The act provides a 
mode for the reclamation of fugitive servants. Itis an at- 
tempt, (unauthorised, in my judgment,) on. the’ part of 
Congress, to carry into effect the provision in the federal 
constitution, in respect to persons held to service in one 
state, and escaping thence into another, But neither the 
constitution, nor the act says any thing about escaping 
property in negroes and mulattoes. ‘The constitution; 
(and in this respect the act follows it,) contains no recog- 
nition whatever, of any right of property in man. It nei- 
ther affirms, nor disaffirms the existence, possible or actual, 
of such property. It leaves this whole matter of proper- 
ty in human beings, precisely where thesarticles of con- 
federation left it, with the states. It cstablishcs no rule 
with regard to escaping negroes or mulattoes, which does 
not equally apply toescaping white-apprentices, It takes 
up and deals with the broad and general relation of mas- 
ter and servant: but it has nothing whatever to do with 
the relation of owner and property. It obliges the states 
to recognize the former relation, and to deliver yp the es- 
caping servant; but it does not oblige them to recognize 
the latter relation, as subsisting at all between man and 
man, It is plain, therefore, that if we think that the sta- 
tute of 1831 even refers to the act concerning fugitives 
from labor, our opinion must be based upon historical facts, 
rather than’ upon the plain import of the statute. But, if 
the act of 1831 can hardly be said to refer to the act of 
Corfgress, and much less to adopt it, then there is no 
foundation for the idea, sometimes advanced, that justices 


all 


civil code, but from the constitution of human nature and 
the code of heaven, 
be reminded of the original, paramount truth, written up- 
on the hearts of all men by the finger of God, the same in 


This court, I am sure, need not to 


ages and in all climes, and destined to no change, pro- 


claimed by our fathers, in the declaration of indepen- 
dence, to be. self-evident, and reiterated in our state con- 
stitution as its fundamental axiom, that all men are born 
“equally free.” And if the petitioner at the bar cannot ex- 
pect, here, the full benefit of this fundamental truth; if her 
right to freedom must, here, be vindicated upon narrower 
grounds, let her have, at least, this advantage from it. Let 
her be regarded jas free, untilit be shown, by the fullest and 
clearest evidence, that her case falls within some exception 
to the universal law of human liberty. Let the ptocecdings 
by 
and without the suspicion of guilt, deprived of freedom, 
and driven a suppliant to this bar, be narrowly scrutinized, 
Let every provision, unfavorable to liberty, whether legal 
or constitutional, receive a strict’ and rigorous interpreta- 
tion, 
sHall be found insufficient, and especially if they shall be 
found to be warranted by no law, and repugnant to the 
most vital principles of our social system; if, when thus in- 
terpreted, those provisions which exclude a certain class 
of persons from the benefit of these vital principles, shall 
be found not broad enough to reach the case of this peti- 
tioner; Edemand her discharge fhe name of justice, of lib- 
erty;and of our common humanity. 


which she is now, without the accusation of crime, 


And if, when thus scrutinized, these proceedings 


Tam aware that some excitement has connected itself 


with this case; excitement, perhaps, not wholly unmingled. 
with prejudice. 
yond the reach of these feelings, The wave of pervert! 
impulse, which so frequently bears down the sense of nis 
tural right, and the love of constitutional liberty, will 
break, I trust, noisclessly and harmlessly, at the foot of 
this seat of justice, 
prejudice may well admonish us to caution. If a hasty 
|| judgment be pronounced, in this case, it will afford little 
consolation hereafter to reflect that feeling had some share 
in it, Passion and feeling are transitory: we shall survive: 
their influence: but the judgment which this court shall 
this day pronounce, in its lasting consequences, will sur- 
vive both them and us, The eclipse, which for a few mo- 
ments hides the sun, passes away; but he, who during the 
temporary obscuration, makes a false step from the .prect- 
pice, is lost forever, : 


I trust, however, that this tribunal is be- 


Yet the existence of excitement and 


Vitally important as the issue of this cause is to the 


petitioner—for liberty is sweet, even to the humblest, and 
slavery, disguise it as you will, is still a bitter draught,— 
the community has in it even a deeper stake. 
be held in custody, though charged with no crime, upon 
acommitment, which shows upen its face no cause of cap- 
tion or detention, and which, even when aided by refer- 
ence to every paper within reach of the court, still fails to 
show any. legal or sufficient cause, then it is manifest that 
the habeus corpus act—that grand bulwark of personal 
liberty,—is virtually repealed. 
a sufficient warrant for imprisonment, the whole Jegal se- 
curity of personal freedom is gone, If under the act of 
Congress, this- petitioner must be remanded to custody, in 
order that she may be delivered over to the magistrate, 
then it is clear that every person who may be arrested as 


If she may 


If such a commitment is 


fugitive from labor, must be committed to the same irre- 


sponsible authority, 


If the act must be respected as valid and constitutional 


in this case, it must be in every other, And I see not how; 
in this case, or in any other- case, the provisions of that 
act can consist with the proper security of mdividual 
tights. I call-upon the counsel for the claimant to exert 
all their ingenuity, and put-forth all their ability; and tell 
me, if they can, upon what principle the provisions of that 
act; and the provisions of the constitution and the ordi- 
nance can be reconciled. I call upon them to tell me, and 
to tell the community who is safe under that act? If the 





of the peace have jurisdictiorrin eases of escaping servants, 
not in virtue of the act of Congress, indéed, but in virtue 





what has occurred, I see the solemn pledge in the ordi- 
Inance, that every settler in the territory shall be protected 
in his rights by the jury trial, I see, notwithstanding 
this pledge, that this protection is withdrawn, in a most 
important class of cases by an act of Congress, I know 
not where the encroachment will ‘stop if not now arrested, 
But I look with confidence to the judiciary of the country. 
I feel assured that, though my reasoning may fail to con- 
vince this court, other courts, and perhaps this court at 
another time, if not now, will pronounce this act, wncon- 
stitutional, repugnant to the ordinance of 1787, subver- 
sive of the first principles of civil liberty, and therefore, 
null and void, 


THE ACT DERIVES NO VALIDITY FROM THE LEGISLATURE 


of the incorporation of that act into our.own system of 
legislation; for there is no act in the statute-book, besides 
the act of 1831, which contains the remotest allusion to it. 
And if the act of Congress were a part of our own 
system of legislation; if our legislature had passed a law 
expressed in the same identical words, what force could it 
have, so long as the great command of the people re- 
mained, legibly written in the constitution, “the right of| 
trial by jury shall be inviolate.” I need not repeat the ar- 
guments already urged to prove the act of Congress is al 
violation of the right of trral by jury, It is enough to say 
that the act of Congress, if incorporated into our state le- 
zislation, would violate the provision in the state constitu- 
tion and in the ordinance, securing to all persons within 
the territorial limits of Ohio, this inestimable right, in the 
same degree, and to the same extent, that it violates, if 





OF OHIO. 
But it may be said, as I know it has sometimes been 





considered as depending on the authority of Congress, 





said, that the act of Congress is incorporated into the le- 








fuse knowledge: it enjoined the observance cf good faith 
towards the Indians, and the performance towards them, 
of those offices of kindness and peace, which should ever 

orn and grace the intercourse of the mighty with the 
weak; and finally, that nothing should be omitted which 
might be thought justly to belong to an ‘instrumen 
providing for the creation of free states, it declared that 
there should be “neither slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude within the territory, otherwise than in the punish. 
ment of crimes.” And in order to insure the 


ize 
he territory, AND FOREVER REMAIN UNALTERABLE, ub 

y common consent.” | 
“This remarkable instrument was almost the last act 
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slation of the state, and is valid, in consequence of such 
incorporation, as an act of our own legislature, I deny 
the matter of fact, and I deny the matter of inference. 1 
deny that the act of Congress is incorporated into ou? 
state legislation, or is so recognized as to impart to it the 
form of our state legislature; and I deny that, if so incor- 
grated and recognized, it would acquire any addition- 
al validity. : 

Only four acts have been enacted by the legislature of 
Ohio which have the remotest connexion, direct. or indi- 


the provision in the ordinance alone. 
ARGUMENTS RECAPITULATED. 


I arrive then at the conclusion, that the return of the 
sheriff shows no sufficient: cause for the caption and de- 
tention of the petitioner, and that she must be discharged 
from custody: - ; 

Becausé the jurisdiction of the magistrate, in cases of- 
escaping servants, if he has any, is very special and limit 
ed; and all the facts set forth, in all the papers, .c t 


most honored citizen shall be seized. and dragged before # 
magistrate, upon the pretence that he is a fugitive from |s- 
bor, what redress can this court afford him, which this 
petitioner may not equally demand? And what security 
has he,any more than this petitioner, against a hasty or a0 
unjust decision by the magistrate? 
such.a man is.in no danger of such a seizure? 
be in no danger; but what right has he to greater security, 
than the very humblest man in the comniunity?- “Shall it 
be said here, that a man is to be indebted for his personal 
liberty—not to the constitution—but to his wealth, his 
intelligence, and his many friends! _ Is-there then, 
one rule for the intelligent and influential, and another for 
the unlettered and the ltamble—one measure of liberty to 
the’rich, and another for the poor? 


Shall I be told that 
He may 


indeed, 


I trast that the decision of this day will establish no 


such odious distinction, and will tend, in no degree, t 
alienate from the constitution the affections of the people. 
I trust that the judgment, this day to be pronounced, will 
assure to all, even to the humblest; the most ample legal 
security for personal rights, and the full benefit of every 
provision in the constitution and in the ordinance. 
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Just published and for sale at the Ohio A. 8. Deposi- 
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with the sheriff’s return, do not show.a case within that 
jurisdiction: : 








Because the commitment of the magistrate to the cus 








tody of the sheriff is not warranted by any act, and being 

a state warrant in the present case, could not be warranted 

by any act of Congress: F 
Because the commitment, even if made by competent} 


generally—“Report of the Scorn Axnivsnsanx of : 
Onto Axti-Staverx Society, held at Mt, Pleasa™ 
April 27th, 1837,” ) 
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authority, is utterly insufficient, no cause, whatever, of ‘pepetennes: No 18,Main street, CINCINNATI. 
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hase’s Statutes, 393. + Th. 555. Lone & Parrnson’s 
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Statutes, {Chase’s Statutes, 1878. 
(a) 1 Wright’s Rep. 578. ' 


On Columbia street, East of Main. 
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